Womblebank History
By Sally McGilvray
12 June 2022
Womblebank is one of the few remaining pioneer homesteads in the Injune area. It is 50 km west of Injune just over the Great Dividing Range. A property rich in pastoral history, Womblebank was once an enormous cattle station covering over 360,000 acres, employing around thirty men, and running thousands of cattle. Many people have been part of its history and development over the years. During our time here we have had countless numbers of people call in tracing family connections or reliving their youth and telling us stories of “the good old days at Womblebank”!
In the early days, the name was spelt “Woomblebank”. “Woomble” was aboriginal for Womal Tree. The Womal tree has a leaf like a myall and trunk bark like a brigalow. There was one at the house many years ago and one remains to the east. Some are found around Amby.
1860’s: 
Several records have suggested Womblebank was first taken up by John Ferrett in about 1861 for a short time. John Ferrett, of Walloon, sent out a Frenchman named Warnod (pronounced 'Varno') who may have been acting for Ferrett, with sheep to claim the block and formed ‘Woomblebank’ ‘OLD DAYS ON THE MARANOA. (1909, July 1). Queensland Country Life (Qld.: 1900 - 1954), 
John Ferrett was later MLA for Kennedy and West Moreton. He died at Ipswich in 1894 and was a Pioneer of the Colony. The first manger was Mr Thomas Atkinson who we believed named the place. It was then managed Mr James Bradley (JB) Atkins. He took up Country himself near the Baloone and Moonie Rivers but after various phases of good and bad fortune settled at Womblebank, which he managed for several of years. 
Mr FH Moffatt, in response to account by “Toprail” A history Article written  about the early settlers in the Mt Moffatt Tablelands named the early settlers: First were Tooloombilla (formed by Fullerton & Moffatt), Mitchell Downs (formed by Floods from Sydney), and Burenda (formed by Mr Fleming & Mrs Doleman); about two years later, Forest Vale formed, then Womblebank by Mr Ferrett , then Merivale by Mr J C Smyth. 
Dr George Fullerton had purchased Tooloombilla in the interest of his nephews and his brother-in-law, Mr. Tom Moffatt. Dr Fullerton built the Tooloombilla homestead which still stands today. He used the two front veranda rooms in his home as his dispensary and consulting rooms. 

Early 1860’s The Verner Bros purchased the lease and became owners, they were both from England, – and James B. Atkins was manager.  Sir William Verner (1822-1873) and his brother Sir Edward Wingfield Verner (1830-1899). The Verner Bros never came to Australia but sent Sir William’s son Sir William Edward Hercules Verner, (1856-1886) out to Brisbane, where he was advised not to sell. At age 18; he married an Australian woman; was disinherited.
[bookmark: _Hlk36719920]The property was originally stocked with sheep – all wethers – and they were shepherded by chinamen who were also employed as shearers, shedhands, and ring-barkers. There is still evidence of a few sheep camps. The shearing shed stood at the north end of the present cattle yards with shearer huts near the bore at Box Creek. 
It was reported in the Brisbane Courier 31 October 1887 that “The lambs of two flocks have been marked … It is anticipated the whole lambing will be quite good and average 98 percent increase. Last year the percentage was 97 percent. Shearing will begin on Wednesday next. About 25,000 are to be shorn’’. 
“Jarvis”, a wool classer from Emerald, sent a letter saying he would arrive in time for shearing. He then walked 390 miles in thirteen days (thirty miles per day) arriving the day before the letter.
Sir Verner and Lady Verner felt that a young lady could not be in any way educated in the wilds of Queensland, so the manager’s daughter was sent at the Verners’ expense to boarding school in Sydney, travelling by coach via Donnybrook southwards through Hodgson.
Box Creek ran continuously in those days and was known to be where good cod fish could be caught. Hay was grown on the flat below the Womblebank house. The original homestead was on the site of the present one. The men’s hut and blacksmith shop were between the cattle yards and wagon shed. A large hay shed was between the cattle and horse yards. 
1870’s 
Mr Adam Davidson, born in Scotland in 1840, became manager in 1875. Mr Davidson registered the Womblebank brand on 9 February 1875: D ‘back to front N’ 8.
In July 1880 there was a heavy fall of snow at Womblebank about a foot deep, and in the drifts two-foot-deep, as far as the eye could see. This has never been heard of again although winters do get very cold with severe frosts.
In December 1876 Womblebank was unable to shear owing to no grass around the shed. At Kilmorey sheep were shorn in grease as no water in Washpool.
In 1886 there was a court case with Penhallurick Bros,Tooloombilla for damages £1000 for trespass and degrazing on Womblebank lease land.

1890’s
Sir EW Verner owned Womblebank soley after his brother died. He owned for 26 years until he passed away then Mr DG Peele who was EWV’s appointed power of attorney acted for the Estate of Sir EW Verner for maybe 10 years. 
Mr William John King (WJ) King arrived as manager in 1893. His correct name was JW King known as ‘Jo’ 
Sheep were deemed not to be a success and Mr King who came from Gravesend, near Warialda NSW turned Womblebank into a cattle station running particularly good shorthorn cattle and purchasing top shorthorn stud bulls from the Bracker and the Weebollabolla stud, Moree, NSW. 
The present house was built around 1893 after WJ King arrived. The timber was cut from the property. The chap that cut the timber was William “Billy” Brown a hard-working aboriginal at Womblebank for many years. Power used was from a ‘donkey’ engine (a small engine run by steam with drums and winches). The first rooms of the homestead built were the two spare rooms. Rooms were then added which is why there was a divided roof. The house was filled with beautiful old furniture that came over dirt roads by buggy from Sydney. 
According to WJ King’s register in 1900 there were 11,641 head of cattle, 150 sheep (killers), 146 horses, and over 30 staff including servants, as wages were very cheap.   There was much development. Yards were built, wells sunk, boundaries fenced, and horses broken. Many swaggie travelled though Womblebank often camping about one km south of the homestead. Mrs King enjoyed entertaining and feeding people. The Kenniffs (later bushrangers) called in occasionally on the way past. They never gave the Kings any trouble.
Mail was delivered once a month by coach. Roma King, Mr and Mrs King’s 12-year-old daughter used to ride her horse twenty miles north to deliver the mail from Womblebank to the outstation ‘The Farm’ where some of the men from the stock camps resided. 
In 1902 beef was in very short supply all over Australia, and particularly in Sydney. Notably at one stage 3,000 Womblebank bullocks were sold to three different buyers. The cattle had been mustered from three different parts of Womblebank and delivered in the same month. Some of these were delivered to Moree to be sold and when JS MacMillan accompanied his father to a sale in Moree in 1903, he said they were the best mob of bullocks he had ever seen sold there. They were dehorned shorthorns. WJ King was very progressive and in the early 1900’s was spaying older cows and looking into different methods to make it easier on the cattle and men.
 Around this time there was little to no grass on Womblebank, but a good mob of bullocks fattened on prickly pear were mustered from along the Range. They lived in the prickly pear scrub for months without a drink of any kind and were in prime, solid condition. The cattle were longer in leg and lighter in colour than the modern type. They were walked to Roma then railed to Sydney where they achieved record prices, a feat written up in Sydney and Melbourne papers at the time.  These bullocks were dehorned shorthorns selling for a possible record price of £24. Also three magnificent prickly pear-fattened bullocks won championships in Brisbane. It is believed the rich brigalow scrub soils in which the pear grew stored and released nitrogen which would sustain life and fatten. This was questioned by other cattleman and remained a controversial claim.
By 1907 stock numbers were back to 7058 cattle, 191 horses and 180 sheep. 
1910’s 
In about 1910 Dr Calab Terrey a Doctor who had lived and practiced at Kiama, NSW, until 1900 when he moved to Edgecliff in Sydney purchased Womblebank. 
Horses have always been and still are important on Womblebank. Dr Terry favoured the heavy Suffolk Punch breed of horse and over a couple of years often purchased the champion at Sydney Show. Mr King liked thoroughbreds and kept them as well, although the heavier horses were put to general use as they were tougher steeds in the prickly pear than thoroughbreds which frequently ended up crippled.
In 1910 Mr King purchased an extremely expensive champion stallion “Butler” from Sydney. A big deal was made of the acquisition, and everyone came to view the new stallion. Butler was then turned out with a draft of mares in the front paddock below the house.  Shortly after, he disappeared assumed stolen and a large police search took place with no result. Mr King sought permission from Dr Terrey to select another sire and “Simeron’’ by “St Simeon” arrived and produced some very good offspring. The remains of the lost Suffolk champion Butler were later sadly discovered down the old well on the flat. How he got in there no one knows!
Dr Caleb Terrey died in 1912. The Kings remained until 1913 and the property was run by the Estate of the late Dr Terry until 1917. 
Mr Lisle (LC) Terrey the son acquired Womblebank in 1917 with The Milson Family. He lived in Bathurst went to Sydney University and was an exceptionally good tennis player and Golfer.  
Mr Arthur Terrey, a nephew of Dr Caleb Terrey, who had a property outside Charleville came to manage it for a couple of difficult years. Then Mr Daniel Ogilvie became manager. In 1923 he left to take over management at Auburn Vale Station, Charleville.
In 1920 nine men suffered severe poisoning including the cook. An ambulance was called, and they all recovered.
1930’s 
Mr George (GA) White was the next manager. LC Terrey’s friend Mr Massie who purchased Forest Vale in about 1930 used to come to Womblebank on holidays. Mr George White was shifted to Forest Vale to live still controlling Womblebank. His son Waverley (BW) White who was sub- manager lived at the Farm. In 1932 there were reports of Stolen calves. Waverley White and George Giltrow (stockman) found a newly built yard in the thick scrub in Tunis paddock. This went to court and the defendant pleaded guilty. 
Womblebank was one of five stations to provide a paddock for horses to be kept preceding the first Mitchell Picnic race club meeting in 1930. There was a horse named Womblebank that raced at Mitchell. Lisle Terrey named both his Bathurst House and a good gelding racehorse “Womblebank” that went on to win in Sydney.
There was an emergency appendix surgery for Mr DSL Mclean, of Possession Creek at Womblebank in 1933, during which the lights went out and the operation had to be completed under torchlight. 
By 1936 there was only about 60 head of cattle watering at the station bore as the prickly pear had devastatingly taken over. The Cactoblastis had arrived but prickly pear still had a BIG hold. The house had been closed up and hadn’t been painted or cared for in years. A married couple used the office as a bedroom and the old original kitchen. (There were no staff quarters.)
In August 1936 Mr JS MacMillan (Jim) came to inspect Womblebank for the Australian Pastoral Company (APC). It was recognised as good cattle fattening country also suitable to breeding. The holding was watered by the Merivale River, dams and 4 sub-artesian bores covering an area of 368 square miles. The sale to APC was written up in the papers as one of the largest sales that had taken place for a long while estimated to be £50,000 and include approximately 10,000 shorthorn cattle.  
Following the takeover Jim MacMillan became manager of Womblebank and Redford, the FF5 Stud was transferred to Womblebank. Mr Charles Euston Young, known as Euston Young, was General Manager for APC 1930-1953. He lived at Noondoo station, from where they made regular circuits inspecting the company's properties.

The house was painted, new kitchen built, and men’s hut built. The old kitchen at The Farm was pulled down and a new one built in 1936-38. A new boundary fence between Tooloombilla and Womblebank was erected and fences creating Silverleaf Paddock and Heifer Paddock (River Country) as well as a fence between Muya and River paddocks. Four Mile Dam was completed with associated windmill and turkey’s nest.  Silverleaf Bore was put down in 1939.
 In 1947 a hot water system was contrived using the old donkey engine from the Farm used to cut timber for the house. A 32-volt lightening plant was installed in 1949 and septic in 1950. 
[bookmark: _Hlk49171484]At one time Womblebank could boast a rather remarkable landmark in the form of “The Big Bottle Tree” a massive bottle tree up near the Range, It measured 57 ft (17.5 mts) around and 120 ft 37 metres high. It was a must see for all visitors being only 4mile from the house. It was badly damaged in 1949 by wind during the wet season then the fires of 1951 finally destroyed it. These severe fires came from the West, travelling through the treetops at great pace. The fires caused the briglow trees to burn and open up the table lands. 
Shortly after the APC became the new owners, a bang tail muster took place. To help this muster, as there were many wild cattle, two holding yards were erected in Muya and one at McAuley’s. Many scrubbers remained in the scrub, on the plains, and up the mountain gullies when the bang tail muster was called off as the wild cattle could live on the pear without water. Some 350 aged bulls were shot. Clean skins amounted to approximately 3000 head. This was done on horseback – sometimes not successfully, with trap yards being erected to trap cattle at night coming in for a drink. Men were perched on a small platform in a tree waiting with ropes and pulleys on the gates. Many cattle were shot or caught, tied up, hoisted onto the old Chev truck, taken back to the station, and sold.  This “scrubber running” went on for eight years until the last three old cows were collected in 1946. Apparently, the stories connected were numerous. 
Most of the herd was mustered and sold. The FF5 Stud Cattle Company also owned Babbiloora (Augathella). The best of the breeders from these properties were sent to Womblebank bringing the breeder numbers to 7000. From then on until 1956 aged cows and weaners went back to Redford and then the best of the two-year-old heifers came back. 
It was reported in the Queensland Country Life in 1944 that 320 Womblebank Station shorthorn bred cows made on average £15 after they had travelled 800 miles to Sydney and despite their long journey weighed 600 lbs. These cows had been walked to Mitchell then trucked. They were favourably commented on by the Homebush buyers with some saying that they could not remember a better quality of shorthorn cows being yarded at Homebush. The owners had sold a line of 3600 steers and bullocks at Albury (NSW) with many realising £18 per head which was good money. 
1946 was another drought year. Waters dried up. There were Tunis, Sandy, Dugarry, and Station bores, the lagoon, and river holes. Water shortage was frequent as most seasons the tanks went dry. Whites Tank was dry for nine years and Muya for four and a half years. Around 1947 a small boring plant was purchased, and Donald and Jim MacMillan learned to use it. Seven bores were drilled including Sliprail Bore, Farm Bore, Stink Hole, Five Mile, Back Creek, Whites Tank, and Tableland Bore, the latter giving out in a couple of years. A couple are still working today; some not. 
 During this drought no feed of any kind was to be found. Scrub was eaten as high as cattle could reach and all the box trees lost their leaves. Scrub was cut for 400 bulls, 500 cows and 1200 weaners which pulled through, the rest sent on agistment. When the drought broke a bangtail muster showed a massive loss of 500 cows and 1100 weaners. Nearly all the horses died. Neighbours experienced even worse losses. (Tooloombilla went into the drought in 1945 with an estimated 17,000 head and finished with 480 head.)
Southlands was purchased in 1952 from the Penhallurick’s at Tooloombilla, and a program of building improvements and sinking bores started in 1954. The total number of bores went to 22 and tanks to 20. Many fences were erected and the cottage at The Farm (Farmleigh) and the hut at Tunis were built. 
1956 was a very wet year. This was when the highest flood was recorded. The Merivale River was 2 foot 6 inches in the kitchen at The Farm, and Box Creek came around the turkey’s nest at Station Bore. This flood level was reached again in 2012. 
Before 1938 water for the house was brought up hill by horse from the creek in open 44-gallon drums placed on a forked stick pulled by an old horse called “Nigger”. There were five or more drums placed at intervals around the garden fence. Nigger was then returned to duty with the station draft horse team which numbered about fourteen. These station draft horses were also used (sometimes 14-strong) to pull a big old wagon carting timber for stock yards, bore casing and firewood. When old bore casing (2-inch piping) from Redford was unwanted it was brought to Womblebank and a pipeline was laid from the house bore near the creek up to a high tank hoisted onto a stand with the help of “Nigger”. Water was then able to be laid onto the garden and enough for the horse trough near the butcher shop. 
In 1940 the cotton palm trees at Womblebank homestead were planted and later some bottle trees and fruit trees. The three very tall palms are still alive and well today and a tell-tale sign of the Womblebank House as you drive up the flat from Injune.  An unusually late frost in October 1947 killed most of the fruit trees. 
In 1947 a hot water system was contrived using the old ‘donkey’ engine from The Farm which had been used to cut timber for the house there. A 32-volt lighting plant was installed. 
Horses on Womblebank were scarce when The FF5 Stud Cattle Company took over but those there were good. “Rowdy” and “Flight” were prominent in campdrafts at Injune, Mitchell, Charlie’s Creek, Roma and Dalby. Another horse “Comrade” was a successful Hack and a Hunter at local shows and Brisbane Show. 
Jim and Mona MacMillan, with their children Keith, Ethel, Donald and Maryrose, treated the property as their own and took much pride in it. Mona was a highly capable woman who though slightly built was fully involved in station life.  A very good horsewoman, she joined the mustering camp, kept a lovely house, and was a good cook and business partner. I remember meeting Maryrose when she returned to Australia on one of her last trips from America where she then lived – a smart and successful lady who had worked for the United Nations, speaking multiple languages. She had been three when her family moved to Womblebank, and her education began from the Primary Correspondence School (PCS) in Brisbane, the school papers arriving in the mail once a month. She loved telling me of her happy childhood at Womblebank. Ethel married Brian Loughnan from Crystalbrook (the property to the north of Womblebank). 
Around this time there was an annual social weekend of racing. The Womblebank Racetrack was down on the flat over the creek toward Injune. Everyone from neighbouring stations was invited and brought their horses. These were auctioned off in a ‘Calcutta’ pool and then ridden. These fund-raising race days were at different properties including Charlie’s Creek and Glen Tulloch. Everyone came and camped for the night, a hut was built at Charlie’s Creek and a dance floor for the event.
Womblebank-bred Shorthorn bullocks, fattened at APC’s Amby Downs and Cubbie stations, caused favourable comment among export buyers at the Cannon Hill Sales when 4 drafts totalling 403 head were sold in May 1951 to average over £34. Mr CR Danford from Australian Estates Ltd said the Womblebank Shorthorns were ideal for the export trade. The sales and comments were reported in the Brisbane Times in July 1951.
The MacMillan family left Womblebank after 18 years in the mid 1950’s. Mr Brian Colquhoun followed on as Manager in the big drought years which were very tough and sadly many cattle died. Mr WC (Bob) Capper, took over the job as General Manger of APC during this time, he lived in Brisbane and although a good figures man he had little understanding of the climate or stock needs. Managers had to care for the animals and station workers during these dry times – some of which were man-made. Owners , with no understanding of the day-to-day running of a property, reportedly instructed managers to run too many cattle and to not sell young cattle when at times they probably should have been sold given scarcity of water and feed. 
Mr John Tracey was a young manager with a wife and young family; sadly, his life was cut short under the pressure. Following him Mr Eric Clacy House took over managing, followed by his son Mr John House in the later 1950’s. He was an extremely hard working and popular manager. 
The APC was owned by English families. It had emerged as Queensland’s second largest private pastoral property owner to Stanbroke Pastoral Company at the time, owning around 17 properties thought to include 58,000 cattle on about 30,361 sq. km. Some other properties nearby included Noondoo, Amby Downs, Redford, Wineba, Cubbie,. Two English owners, Mr Clay and Mr McKinnon occasionally came out to visit from England. Mrs Phillipa House talks of John House working exceptionally long days running the stock camps and looking after the cattle, then having to fix problems with old bores and old engines at night. There was no money to be spent buying new engines or improvements so they had to just be fixed as best they could. This took its toll on the managers and workers. John was single when he started at Womblebank; he took his new bride Phillipa there and then they had their first-born Roger. Life was remote and wild. She kept herself busy cooking and painting the entire interior of the homestead – no easy task in a big old timber house with very high ceilings – and the colours were still there when we arrived many years later!
[bookmark: _Hlk36807972]Plant horses were let go in the droughts to fend for themselves. These bred on as brumbies which became an enormous problem in the River Country, Bullock, Shorthorn, Five Mile and Two Mile paddocks. During John House’s time Viv Humphries helped catch many brumbies and then break in hundreds of good station horses. John House was frustrated with the lesser quality of horses for the men in the camps.  Evidence of old bronco branding yards can still be found particularly in Shorthorn Paddock near Five Mile Bore. Many years ago, a Chinaman died in the River Country. He was ring-barking the ironbark trees to reduce the risk of sawfly. His death initiated another lot of brumbies breeding up as his horses were left to their own devices. In 2002 the Phillips boys from Mitchell trapped and trucked out 200 brumbies – some being broken in. The quality was poor, being heavy set clumper with lots of weight. A big eradication campaign occurred in the drought of 2019 and in 2020 four brumbies remain. They breed quickly, eat a lot of feed, and can be destructive. 
Womblebank was heavily timbered so mustering was difficult. When Mr John House and family came to visit us twenty-five years later, he could not believe the visibility, views and open paddocks compared to his days.
Managers that followed him were Doug Wilson, Bob Perkins, Peter Haffey and Bill Kelly. There was changes in APC management during this time which reflected changes in men. Mustering was difficult and the cattle became wild. No money was put back into the property or house, Slowly Womblebank Station was being run into the ground – the situation not helped by the cattle depression. Sadly, during this time the property records, cattle and horse registers, and written history were all lost and destroyed. The dining room’s cedar table was cut up and valuables went missing. 
Being a company-owned place there were many cattle duffing stories. Apparently, there was a father and son talking about stealing some cattle from over the range. The father then said he could not help the son that night, so the son and mates drove the stolen cattle over the range only to be held up by a policeman. The young fellows fled. It had in fact been the father dressed up in Police uniform. There is still evidence of yards used for cattle duffing up in the hills on Bolonga.   
 During the early to mid-1960s the first pulling of the brigalow/belah scrub occurred, opening the thick scrub to pastures. Farming area was developed around the house in Front Paddock, Thousand Acres, Dump and Four Mile Dam. The oats were not successful.  Buffel seed and Green Panic was planted. Devastatingly a bulldozer that had come from Clermont to do some stick raking had the pest Parthenium seed on it.  Parthenium had originally been introduced to Australia from King Ranch in America; it took over in places and still needs to be managed today. 
[bookmark: _Hlk36887959]Around November 1967 the AP Company’s term of lease ran out. Under the Brigalow Development Scheme Womblebank was split into smaller blocks by the government. Womblebank became 72,000 acres. Properties that were balloted off were: “Farmleigh” (originally The Farm, with a house, men’s quarters and yards) which was taken up by the McFadzens; “Tunis” (an outstation) by the Perretts; “Bolonga “by Barry Hughes; “Kinka” by Ross Shambler; “Southlands” by Johny Johnson; “Coopermurra” by Claud Reid; and “Iwona” by Mossy Weir.
The AP Company was in big financial trouble due to the cattle slump, and the Australian dollar was floated, and the value of the English pound declined, which affected the loans. Staff and businesses were not being paid and so people helped themselves to equipment including saddles, horses, and parts, leaving Womblebank bare.  
1970’s
[bookmark: _Hlk37690898]Ken Cavanaugh, a good young stockman, was asked to manage Womblebank, Redford, and Wineba for the AP Company and Receivers in about 1975.  These three properties had not been mustered for four years. In 1978 there were four-year-old bullocks that had never been mustered. There was plenty of thick timber. Ken and his young team trucked out at least 10,000 head to the meatworks then went on to find another 12,500 head that the owners did not know about. They mustered all year round and there were good times for the young men. Ken’s team included Jeff Campbell, Trevor Dunn, Joe Baker, Danny Dwyer, Micky Finn, Les Lemmon, John Luther, Jack Aspinall, Cam Webster and Neil Harling. Ooge Farndon started as a ringer and then became Bore Runner. There were other Mitchell and Injune locals who came and helped as well at times. 
Bernie McFadzen owner Farmleigh remembers a time he came to help Ken muster in cattle sent from Redford that were in the Triangle holding paddock. By smoko they had 800 wild cattle in the yards. After smoko they were gone! Melva Cavanaugh was a wonderful wife and support to everyone and a good cook, I have heard. 
Over the next few years, the team branded about 8,000 head from the three properties and trucked another 8,000 out annually. 
The Tooloombilla Rodeo and Campdraft which started in 1973 was a popular local event which Ken had been instrumental in getting established before he came to Womblebank. It was a social highlight of the year. Womblebank donates cattle to the event   which has raised thousands of dollars for the Royal Flying Doctor Service and brought the community and stations together.
In 1979 Tancred Bros Meatworks purchased nine APC properties in a $12 million takeover deal. Ken stayed on as manager. All cattle were mustered off the blocks and Womblebank was left destocked. 
1980’s
Bob Freeman was the next owner of Womblebank. Bob had been a “rabbiter” from a property called Tullamarine near Melbourne. Managers were Piper Burke and Billy Bourke, then Garry and Libby Parmenter, followed by Kevin and Beryl Vidler in late 1984. Freeman purchased 2000 Hereford steers from the Roma Saleyards which were gradually replaced with Hereford cows from his other properties Kilmorey and Meeleebee. 
In 1985 the McGilvray family from Moree bought Womblebank, keeping on Kevin Vidler as manager. Ross and Caroline McGilvray initiated Silverleaf Paddock to be pulled and burnt in the summer of 1986. The fire was so big it made its own cloud then rain. An amazing sight and reason for drinks afterwards which led to a vehicle rollover – fortunately with no-one injured. In 1987 Scrubby and Four Mile paddocks were also pulled and burned. 
Pride was instilled back into the property, house, and management. The cattle yards were constructed again from chock and block to post and rail, homestead and buildings all painted, and a garden fence erected.
Womblebank often topped the Stuarts Creek Store Sale in Roma in the late 1980s with large Hereford steers and big long lines being bought up by cattle buyer Wallace Logan with a couple of bids for the lot. 
[bookmark: _Hlk38901925]The original sawmill was set up by MacMillan brothers Keith and Don on Womblebank up near The Farm. Gilbert Hornick and family took over and lived and worked there for many years then when it burned down it was later moved to Injune where it remains working today. The River Country was logged heavily in the 1980s for cypress pine. The remains of the old sawmill burned down (for the second time) a few years ago. 
One unlucky worker at the sawmill, JP Wharton, in 1952 had an accident where an axe slipped off a tree onto his foot. By chance a Mitchell Ambulance which had become lost on the way to Warrong on a medical callout arrived at the time of the accident. This was the most prompt and lucky ambulance call ever. 
There are many springs, caves, and knobs in the Sandy River Country with white man engravings that go back to 1908. It was said that the lagoon has never been dry in white man’s time, but it has been dry twice under our management. A turtle found by Paul Vidler and Mick Northam at the lagoon was so big it could not fit into the top of a 44-gallon drum. It would have been a hundred or more years old. 
1990’s
In 1992 Angus McGilvray moved to Womblebank.  He was the first ever owner to live on the property. Angus and his wife Sally and are still living there today. They educated their children Molly (1997), Lucy (1999) and Mac (2002) through Charleville School of Distance Education with the help of governesses and employ one full time employee and casual musterers during the busy times of weaning and branding. They currently run around 4500 Shorthorn/ Santa Gertrudis cross cattle and have 20 horses which are still used for mustering and breeding. The Registered brand is WB. with a curl on top.
In 1993 the last of the Tancred bullocks was finally captured and thrown by Paul Vidler, Mick Northam, Kelvin Vidler, James Hardcastle, and Angus McGilvray. The proceeds went into a Big Bullock party!
The Third tennis court was built in 2001. Interestingly Mr L.C Terrey played with his wife at Wimbleton, Also Angus’s grandfather Mr Leslie Hill from Terlings, Moree played there. The present Court is named ‘Wombleton’ and a fun tennis night is had every muster with the mustering team and their families. 
Womblebank was converted to Freehold in 2016. Prior to that is had always been leasehold with Annual land rent payments to the Queensland Government. 
 Currently this historical property is being loved, thoughtfully developed, and managed for the future generations.
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