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The President Writes

Anzac Day has once again been and gone for this year. A's

' . mall number of
attended t.he' Dawn Service at the Chapel Street Depot where | had the privilrggez;n Sfﬁr: in
the Association wreath. Robin Smith and | then attended the march in the city as Yo

spectators. The march took about three hours to pass and
public. p was well attended by the

The major disappointment of the day was that, except for a few Committee
MET ) members, onl
Geoff Rebecchi visited the Depot after the march. This again raises the question of the Y

\[/)iability of keeping an Association presence at the depot after the Dawn Service on Anzac
ay.

On a brighter note, the organisation for the Gunner Dinner 2005 is well under way and we

look forward to a good attendance. The RSM of 2/10 FD R i
Dining Mess President this year. =GT, WOT M Johnson wil be

| remind you that the AGM will to be held at the Oakleigh RSL on the 1

th .
and that the Annual Golf Day has b h 0" Nov this year
e y has been booked for the 11™ Nov at Berwick Montuna Golf

Regards to all
M Frin.

Neil Hamer
MAJ (R)

Membership Report

July 2005
Current Membership
Life Members 217
Annual Members 83
Affiliates 46
Others (CO/CI, Messes, etc.) 11
Libraries 4
Total 361

Membership Breakdown

Offr 131
WO/Sgts 110
OR 53
Civ 6
Total 300

We welcome CAPT Garry John Mennie and SGT Vernon John Henry Joseph as Annual Members of the
Association

We have lost contact with BDR N C Hill.

Vale

It is with regret that we acknowledge the passing of BRIG Leslie D King OBE ED Legion of Merit and SGT
Harell Ernest Day.

BRIG King Joined the Association as a Life Member in July 1982 and died at the age of 94. We do not have
any further information about him as he did not respond to our membership enquiries.

SGT Day joined the Association as a Life Member in July 1985 and died after a long illness in February this
year, aged 87. His Service Number was VX773 and he served with 2/2 FD REGT RAA.
Lest We Forget

The usual reminder about the proforma on the last page below the Parade Card.
If you have not already done so, it would be appreciated if you would provide the information requested so
that our files can be kept up to date. This proforma should also be used to notify us of any changes in the

future.

i B

Neil Hamer
MAJ (R) Contact: Telephone: 9702 2100
Membership Co-ordinator 0419 533 067

E-mail: nhamer@]lexicon.net




A “Great Piece of Artillery”

RAA Association (Victoria) Inc
Corps Shop

The following items may be purchased by mail, or at selected Association activities.

PRICE LIST
Badges, etc Stationery
RAA Assn (Vic), members $5.00 Card, RAA badge, with envelope
RAA badge cuff links $9.00 Christmas message $0.20
Key ring, RAA badge $4.00 blank inside $0.20
Key ring, RAA (Pewter) $4.00 Stickers

Bumper: Gunners do it

with a bigger bang $2.00
Ties Square: gold badge, red

and blue background $2.00

Blue with single red gun $30.00
RAA Burgundy with gold gun $43.00 ORDERS: _
RAA Navy with gold gun $43.00 Most orders will require an additional FIVE The post — Second World War Yeramba was Australia’s only self propelled field gun
St Barbara Stripe 43.00 DOLLARS packi 5 : . )

g ’ cover one tF()) slgcgrae;ngmzcl)lsf’?egr:s V\ff] I(|:r? ;Nr::: Australia’s first and only self propelled field gun was officially desng_nate(c;i ortdnsagczz CéI; fr?é);runder
Books doubt concerning this. or availabil}t lease Mk2/1 on Mounting Self Propelled 25 Pounder (Aust) Mk Or;hc?;ﬁzr;&rmragécided A
Kookaburra’s Cutthroats $39.00 contact one of the enq,uiries numberg’agove (Aust) Mk 1” when it wen’s,lnto service in 1950. Little wonder f ) becausye of its geographicél
Aust Military Equip Profiles $13.50 : handier title was needed!” Warragul was put forward, but rejecte

i [ i ictori untry town. Finally, “Yeramba”,
AMEF Profile — Leopard Tank $17-00 overtones and possible confusion with Warragul, the Victorian country y

Cheques should be made payable to RAA the name of an aboriginal instrument for throwing spears, was accepted, and the vehicle was

Association (Victoria) | - . P SP Yeramba®
ENQUIRIES: Negotiable. ( )Inc, and be crossed Not officially given the short title “25pdr . d
i i iece during the Secon
Although there had been some moves toward an Australian SP artillery piece ‘
BRIAN CLEEMAN (03) 9560 7116 Ordersto:  MrB. Cleeman World ?Nar the idea did not go beyond the drawing board as it was not then an operational
REG MORRELL . i ' i i i r period, with the creation of three armoured formations,
(03) 9562 9552 28 Samada Street requirement. But in the immediate post war p : I indlod mioroct i tho &b gon
Notting Hill VIC 3168 the need for artillery that was as mobile as the tanks themselves re ,
— — Initially the adoption of the Canadian designed Sexton was proposed and an order placed with the

United Kingdom; however, this was eventually canc_elled for severa-l reasqns,‘including.a shortage
of spares, and the Sexton’s incompatibility with equ1pme{1t already in service in Ausftre.aha. '
Moreover, sufficient M3A5 Grant tanks and 25 pounder field guns were avefulable within Au;tralla
for convel:sion to an interim SP mounting suitable for training purposes. This was also considered
to be the cheaper alternative.

And so, in July 1949, approval was given to precede with the conversjon of one Grant to an SP 25
pounder, the project being undertaken by the Development and Provmg'Estabhshment at
Monegeeta (now the Land Engineering Agency). Sexton produced'drawmgs, obtained from' _
Canada, provided the basis for the local design, which was essentially a Grant M3A5 chassis with
the turret and much of the frontal armour replaced by an open topped fighting compartment. The
driver’s position and controls were moved down and to the right of the vehicle.

T e N R s



The 25 pounder ordnance and a strengthened saddle were mounted on a bolster and beam
assembly welded to the track sponsons of the Grant Chassis. Only 25 pounder guns with threaded
barrels for fitting a muzzle brake were used, these having come from a limited production run late
during the Second World War, when the local fitting of muzzle brakes had been considered.

The Yeramba crew consisted of the driver, seated at the controls in the extreme front right of the
fighting compartment, and the gun detachment commander, located on a seat in the rear left
corner adjacent to the No. 19 Wireless set. Another seat was provided to the left of the gun for the
gun layer, while the other three crew members stood or sat on the sponson plates.

Trials with the prototype were conducted at the military training centre at Py in Victori
. . ckapunyal, in V
during December 1949, less than six months after approval to construct the veh?cleywasngivggona

Following stowage and user trials, the prototype was accepted, and a isati . .
February 1950 to convert another 13 tanks to SP mountings. ’ \thorisation was givenin

Once in action the Yeramba’s suspension and inherent stability made laying the gun back on target
after each shot much easier as “the recoil was absorbed so easily by the tank suspension that at
gunfire the bubble finished up level.....the accuracy of the gun was exceptional and its rate of fire

first class”.

Their pride in being the only SP regiment in the Australian Army was short lived, however, as the
Yeramba was declared obsolete in 1956 and withdrawn from service, the unit was disbanded a
year later. The only Australian SP field artillery weapon ever introduced into service, it is fondly
remembered by members of the unit: “The impression of all who served the Yearmbas of 22 Field
Regiment (SP) will, | think, be the same as my own — a great piece of artillery”

Technical Data

Further trials were conducted in March 195

Factory at Bendigo (now ADI Bendigo) for use as production

completed in November 1950, with the last
vehicles were converted, this being the min

were equipped with the Yeramba.
Brigade.

However most Yerambas sta
yed at Pu
(now the School of Armour), wi s

“training” included late night ra
posts!)

The regiment was highly enthusiastic abo

propelled. With a name change to '
Armoured Corps black be ; o

issued with Armoured Fig

The regiment's role wa

ut its equipment ang its uni

d Regiment (Self
ret, resplendent with the Ro( Propelled

hting Vehicle crewman'’s ry

0, before the prototype was sent to the Ordnance

' : guide. The first Yeramba was
delivered in August 1952. Including the prototype, 14
Imum number required for training.

quarters Wwere in Lancox Street, Brighton
§ 1o provide fire support to 2 Armoured

drill training purposes. More than once,
(being careful to avoid the veranda

que role of being self

I =lled), personnel also adopted the
yal Australian Artillery cap badge, and were
bberised canvas soled boots ,

Short Name SP 25 — pdr Yeramba
Combat Weight 20t
Radius of Action 200km

Maximum Speed

40km/h on hard roads

Main Armament

25 — pdr gun fitted with muzzle brake and counterweight, recaoil
adjusted to 20 in. (508mm) maximum

Main Armament Ammunition

102 normal 25 — pdr cartridges

16 super 25 — pdr cartridges

88 projectiles, High Explosive and Smoke (mixed proportions)
16 projectiles, Armour Piercing Shot

Secondary Armament

2 X .303 in. Bren Light Machine Guns
2 X 9mm Owen Machine Carbines
2 X .303 in. No.1 MK 3 SMLE rifles

Secondary Armament
Ammunition

844 rounds .303 in.
840 rounds 9mm
6 X No. 36M hand grenades

All quotations and notes are provided by Major D Dennis, former member 22 Field Regiment (Self

Propelled)

Article by Steve Gower and Mike Cecil Reprinted from Issue 27 Wartime (Official Magazine of the

Australian War Memorial)

Desn: ,
espite the gruelling labour associated with maintai

was [
Considered g Very good weapon by its crews: «

shoots, there was
’ ate .
other formationer. ndency to yse quick action”

ning any large tracked vehicle, the Yeramba

the gun lent itself to th i in iV
e mobil ven in IV
methods rather then oo o

the elaborate survey of

Article submitted by Perce Cooper
Photos by taken by Lindsay Pritchard at the Tank Museum at Puckapunyal

R b



22 FIELD REGIMENT ( SP) RAA

Yeramba at Brighton

Members of 22 kd Regt ( SP ) RAA
: at Hotel Devon Bourke S
Meibourne on Friday 7 June 1957, e Street

Reading the ongoing saga of Col. Farley’s Service Career, brought back many memories of my
own service, which started with being recruited to the famous, or infamous, Blamey Battery, under
Maj. Dick Eason, and being appointed to 22" Fd. Regt., based at Brighton.

As Graham has mentioned, the unit basic equipment was the “Yeramba” — a self-propelled 25 pd.
Gun on a modified General Grant tank chassis.

| still think the unit must have had some of the most tolerant, long-suffering and broad-minded
neighbours that could be wished for.

In the “backyard” of the depot, which was situated in a closely built suburban area, the unit
maintained an active “Yeramba” vehicle, which was frequently started up, sometimes on parade
nights, but more often on mess nights, at all sorts of hours to about 2 a.m.

If you can imagine the roar of two 275 h.p., virtually unsilenced, diesels driving a tracked vehicle
around at those times and in those circumstances, | think you will understand my comments about

our neighbours!!

lan Beith )’X

Site 17 Memorial Park Seymour

A Memorial Park has been created at Seymour on the old Site 17 Military Camp adjacent to the

industrial area, which occupies most of the old camp area.
The memorial comprises of a stone enfaced with many plaques indicating the units that

have trained there over the years.
It is proposed to arrange for a plaque as shown below listing the RAA units that trained at

Site 17 during the thirties and the early years of the CMF.
| have adjusted the list from information given to me since the last issue. If there are any

further amendments please let me know ASP. Phone 9598 8452 or write to 5 Faulkner Street,
HAMPTON VIC 3188.

Table Head
Val Stokes
Left Side Front to Heaq ‘
Ysz_llly ’{Jemataitius Right Side Front to Head This plaque is placed in memory of the units of the Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery that
Ralph Bailey lan Brooks trained at this camp between 1930 and 1960.
Colin Sinclair Kevin ( Sam } Phviand
_ ‘ ) hyiaz .
?  Goldsmith Lewis Andersop yiand HQ RAA 3 Division
Graham Gillard John Phillips ) . . . . . ,
Percy Tidd Dick Cale 2 Field Brigade 2 Field Regiment 4 Field Brigade 10 Field Brigade 10 Field Regiment.
Max Wheeley Jim Fassg 15 Light Regiment HQ RAA 3 Div Band
€ HQ 2 AGRA (Field)

22 Field Regiment (SP) 2 Medium Regiment 4 Medium Regiment
31 Medium Regiment 8 Medium Regiment 10 Medium Regiment

106 Tank Attack Regiment

These units include an attached Light Aid Detachment or Workshops

w4
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Major General Harold Grimwade
18 May 1869 - 2 January 1949

Harold William Grimwade was born in St Kilda, Melbourne
[ _ da, on 18 May 1869, i
gh.eppa;d Cl-‘;ar_lmwade, a.pharmamst and businessman and the seconz son oftEZ\z:?donSE:r?\?vzgzk
inr;\%\?ll?o uer f ;d;iy% (F:gb:u ;c:}r)qgg é\/lgnag:r. Frederick Grimwade had migrated to Australia arri\;ing
» In order to join Youngman McCan '

\éo.ungmdan drowned wher) the SS London sank in the Bay of Biscay inn1gé§305nwdh:rne§§r‘ﬁ:?<rd

rimwade got together with Alfred Feltt_)rr;1 and th?: purchased the wholesale druggist portion of the

i : - INis was the beginning of Fe| i

business empire that Harold would eventually inherit, and whi%h enzs?gsﬁgﬁﬁaggy&t?e%t ?(nown to

generations of Australians for the Bosisto's :
Euky bear brands. parrot brand eucalyptus oil, Hypol cod liver oil and the

Harold was educated at Melbourne Grammar and the Queen Elizabeth School, Ipswich, Essex

England. He qualified as a pharmacist in Lond i
Grimwade's warehouse manager and a partn i e eopurming to o3 ralia. He became Felon

A eri i )
considerable talent for leadership and managerrigr:?gfcgrr:;%%ég 1893. In this role he displayed a

Grimwade joined the Victorian Field Artillery i

n18 .
May 1910. In. August 1914, he became Chri)éf Emb9a1r kaaqg) w%sfrpromoted to lieutenant colonel on 16
the AIF as a lieutenant colonel on 26 Augus n

icer for Victoria. He was appointed to
new unit formed for the 2nd Divelc. oS fot 1915 to command the 4th Field Artillery Brigade, a
guns and instructors and left the artillery in

rmation of the 2nd Divisi i : .
Australia badly depleted.on Artillery drained Australia of

pointed General Ofic o';}/tll:ri%adier general and
in training at Lark Hill, England. It might seem odd t € 3rd Division Artillery, then
Zidar:]ot. :r?rc;/fettljw at (rsﬁllhpoll and had been in France for only a brief‘:'ih ould be promoted when he
Joﬁnstsc; ° Rosei ti all ael?; tg?\t .altl' threehof the brigade commanders wrggihzl:it ororeat had been the

. , and Christian -- had already bee served at Gallipoli --
Mo_vmg down the_ seniority I!st, that left Coxen, th); cor:nﬁ;?\rgg:e? i command division artiﬁeries.
Grimwade and his fellow prlgade commanders in the 2ng Divi orthe S °ge Brigade, and
recommended Coxen, a highly trained regular army officer b::stl,oAn Artillery. Birdwood

) r

felt that taking Coxen away from the Sie i - my Headqu [
instead recommended Grimwade. 9¢ Brigade couig 'mpair its eﬁiCiengy :?:rzrggcglﬂi?: l::d

Grimwade remained there training his new co
! . mmand for
Artillery was finally deployed to France on 31D lorg. months, u t ivi
inally . ' ecember 1 » until the 3rd Division
number of raids, its first major operation was at Messines ign1.?t.1r?;tr1]%l1]gh ;he division carried out a
- For this battle, Grimwade

) ' :
2o rt]t;Z IrAlF S three "Army" brigades (3rd,

guns anc.i 30 4.5-inch howitzers.

had not only his own two brigades (the 7th
6th and 12th) and two British brigades, a ’totaar:d ST but als
The commander of the 3rd Division, Maj

of 120 18

12

gunner himself, Monash relied on Grimwade for advice. In the event, the artillery barrage was
flawless, and the battle a complete success.

The next battle was a tougher fight. At Broodeseinde on 4 October 1917, Grimwade had his two
brigades plus five British brigades. German counter-battery fire was fierce and the artillery and
ammunition columns came under heavy fire. Despite casualties of the same order as the infantry,
the gunners managed once again to produce a tremendous barrage, enabling the infantry to
advance. By this stage, barrages were carefully choreographed affairs, alternately moving and
pausing, and searching out beyond the infantry positions.

But when it came to move forward for the new step, Grimwade had overwhelming problems. The
weather broke and the ground turned to mud. Some guns became bogged in the mud and had to
be abandoned. Guns began to wear out faster than they could be repaired or replaced. Owing to
the number of guns out of action, Grimwade had to borrow 13 from a British division. Unlike the
infantry, the gunners remained in the line; in the case of the 3rd Division Artillery, continuously from
May to October 1917. and living in waterlogged bivouacs under intermittent shell fire took its toll on
the men's health. Grimwade was forced to set up his guns along plank roads, distant from the
intended positions. The barrage that followed was thin and irregular. The attack on 9 October was
a failure. Another failure on 12 October brought the Australian involvement in the campaign to an

end.

In January 1918, Grimwade was promoted to colonel in the AMF. In a quiet sector of the line near
Messines the 3rd Division, now part of the Australian Corps spent the winter preparing for a
German Offensive in the spring. Grimwade and Monash clashed with their new Corps Chief of
Staff, Major General C. B. B. White over the placement of the artillery, which they felt was too far
forward and would be overrun in the event of an enemy offensive. In the event, the initial German
blow fell on the Somme sector to the south and the 3rd Division Artillery was rushed south to

defend the river.

For the Battle of Amiens on 8 August 1918, Grimwade had control of 9 brigades of field and horse
artillery. They fired the initial barrage and then became part of the defensive artillery set-up. The
whole operation was not only quite complex, but had to be conducted under conditions of secrecy,
with positions prepared and ammunition dumped without alerting tr}e Germans. Nonetheless the
artillery scheme was carried out without a hitch. The gunners fired in support of the advance to the
Hindenburg Line and beyond, and remained in the line after the infantry had been withdrawn, firing

in support of the British and American armies.

On 14 November 1918, Grimwade became GOCRA of the Australian Corps. In response to a
strike by men of the 3rd Division Artillery in December, Grimwade resumed command. "Grim
Death” - as he was called by his men - met with the men, listened sympathetically to their
troubles, attempted to rectify what he could, and promised to pass the rest on to an equally
sympathetic corps commander, Lieutenant General J. J. Talbot Hobbs.

n of St Michael and St George (CMG) in 1917 and a
d had been mentioned in dispatches four times. He
9. From 1926 to 1930 he commanded the 4th Division.

Grimwade had been made a Companio
Companion of the Bath (CB) in 1918 an
returned to Australia on 27 February 191

With his brothers Norton and Russell Grimwade, Harold continued to build up the family business.
In 1929, their company was forced to merge into Drug Houses of Austre}ha (DHA), with Norton as
chairma’n and Harold as a board member. When Norton died on 29 April 1945, Harold replaced
him as chairman of Australian Consolidated Industries (ACI) and Felton Grimwade. He died on 2

January 1949.

Sources: Australian Dictionary of Biography, 1899-1939, Vol 9, pp. 126-128; AWM183/22

SW ADFA website http://www.unsw.adfa.edu.au/~rmallett

Reprinted from University of N
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Vale

VICTORIAN RESERVE FORGES DAY MARCH

VX773 Harell Day Obit 15" February 2005 C(;I\SQTEEJOOWGTHES%EH(?NN“N’B}FSARY OTFHE
e THE AND
Harell Day was an original enlistee in Oct 90 Annverswy ok THE AIFLANDING AT GALLIPOLL DEFigggg‘E?’%F'{“VES

ober 1939 and served with D in Lib
Greece and Crete. On return from Crete Harell s i on [raop in ibya,
was transferred back to Australia on a hospital srl:if;fae_’lred the after effects of bomb blast and

He was retained in the Army with a “B” class i
na medical classificati
staff of Lt Col. A Arthur, later Brigadier. Lt. Co|. Arthur had b;:,:'OBnCaEg S!?tce?;e?—i teo vtvr;z

badly injured at Bardia and repatriated to A i
i 4ol _ ustralia to Arm
originate the 2/2" Field Regiment Association i, Brigad)i/eir‘igadquarters where he helped
one of the original members of the Association. femor. Harell then became

Unable to carry out full duties throy

i : hil
in contact with the 2/2™ and wil| beg iliness over the

sadly missed by hiIaSt Several years, Harell remained

S Comrades,
“Lest We Forget”

Reprinted from the April 2005 Edition of “Action Fro

Associatior, Nt Journal of the 2/2™ Field Regiment

i i j ichael Jeffery AC CVO MC,
Under the Chief Patronage of His Excellency Major Qeneral Mic ery AC
Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia, who has kindly accepted the invitation to take the Salute,
and Her Excellency Mrs Marlena Jeffery.

X RECOGNISING VALUED SERVICE TO THE NATION
i i i i Forces. Reunions to follow the March
Past and present bers, including all who have served in the Australian Reserve
® Mlll.)lflsl)\eno ?GT;EN MILITARY FORCES @ NATIONAL SERVICE @ RESERVES @ RESERVE UNIT CADRE STAFF

Gunners of Victoria 1948

-2000 update |
| am currently preparing a number of
some upgrading of information and e

y .
included. Pansion on

G .
SS&”:L? tof Victoria 1948-2000 giving
he Information already

There is no charge for these and will pe sent you th
ose

addressed envelope big enough to hoq who fo ' :
about 'ward to
S Kilond 8 pages of a4 paper. me a stamped Assembly/Forming up point: _
Im Rillenaer Queen Victoria Gardens, South of Princes bridge
31 Longacres Road Melways Ref. Map 2F, H7 he Shrine Forecourt pias o
Yallambie 3085 At 1100 hours for step off at 1130 hours, march to the AIR FORCE RESERVE

where a short service will be conducted

For More Information, www.rfd.org-at

Teleph Day Information : ¢
Pho rlljezczgg)lzezssi‘éz ;Flo;cre(soa)agywo 1444 Email: peter.werthelmer@werthelmer .Com.au

i Council
Printed by, John Wertheimer and Gompany for the Resetve Forces Day.Co |
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France Belgium and Dunkirk 1940
with
19" Field Regiment, Royal Artillery
Lt Col W.G. Mackay OBE MC RA in command.

by SP Bellmaine Lt Col (Rtd)
MB, BS (Sydney) DCH (London) FRACP

Based on an address given, by request, to the Royal Australian Army Medical Corps
5November 1995

For the aggressive Germans and the unfortunate Poles, World War Il commenced on 1%

September 1939. For the British and the French, the war commenced when our ultimatum
expired on the 3" of September.

Be that as it may, | found myself in France, on the B
September. Belgium at this stage was neutral, thou
Regimental Medical Officer to a Regular Field Regi
Regiment, 1 British Division, 1 corps, British Expe

elgium border, before the end of

gh very apprehensive. | was there as
ment of Royal Artillery, 19 Field
ditionary Force (the BEF).

Two very large armies faced each other, - the Germans, behind t
French behind their Maginot Line, and the relatively small BEF,
reached 350,000). Months of military inactivity occurred
the press and we ourselves labelled it.

heir Siegfried Line, the

The French immediately mobilised many doctors for th
army, so that in Northern France, where we were, the
denuded of doctors. In their distress, the people turne
Army Medical Corps, stationed in their midst. They did not turn in vain. This created
difficulties for the British Doctors, who were not equipped or organised for civilian practice,
but it created real goodwill between our army and the people.

eir huge (but ultimately ineffective)
countryside and the villages were
d to he British doctors, the Royal

Much has been spoken, and written, about this aspect, so that | shall limit myself to just
one anecdote.

In the winter of 39/40, | was asked to see g middle aged Polish woman

Polish miners, and their families, in Northern France). | was told that sh
(the 'flu”) and that she was “tres Malade”

was very ill indeed, with a high temperatu

(there were many
e had “la grippe”

on my mnemonics told me that the rash of scarlet fever, for example, appeared on the

second day, and that of measles on the fourth day, and that a rash appearing on the third
day was the rash of smallpox! Though | had never

_knew the text book description, though I knew nothi

' Assistant Director of Medical Services for a divi

. sion. The holder is medically qualified and a full Colonel; his
role is administration. He does not have clinical

responsibilities or command of troops.
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spreading alarm and despondency by making an incorrect diagnosis of a disease that |
had never previously seen.

k, in BEF HQ orders, there appeared
ing. n, towards the end of the week, . .

But | hea{g r;c;’clr; I;;gnkzhoef the BEF would immediately be revaccmatec'j‘?Rgalr}sg :ﬁfﬁ;f i,
:Edo’[g:': th: supplies of the vaccine were on their way from England! “Res ip

the lawyers say — the matter speaks for itself!

. . 5() yealsa (). . t h . re
ee

attributed to me!

"drop the matter into the ADMS’s lap”. Our ADMS was a most

i ber of medical officers,
loyed around him a large number of 1 " ever
ynhelpf};lnrzzg 'ir};| renit;i‘:'i‘:r;/j ?lfatt):ers and mostly, recentltthuallﬁecsi é:::.i Toe(rjr:gr\fé sa”U\(ljhr;/earr‘e you
Inexper i : t the only thing that he ever . i
|ifted_a han&}gnﬁl%:Z!hlvth|":2;|?2d"|\/uy CO’s orders Sir!” (My Artillery Colonel had said to
wearing a !

me “Doc, you're one of us — you wear our Flash”.)

| used the expression

d Regiment there was a young subaltern named Tommy

; time to time,
ding |l Corps BEF. From O time
: eneral Officer comman , to visit his
Bro.oke. ey w:? t(hB:r?;ral Brooke would come across 0 Ourecgt:gﬁiﬁge:Iong a
during the phoney Wdé afternoon our CO, and our 2i/c, and | werd oo Brooke. He
igantor; ?ozlélnrxhse:na s%laff car pulled up behirll(d us, ;gﬁ ;l;t éﬁgﬁgl and my Maijor 2i/c, and
in his tim er Officer, so he knew ' ilent. It could be said
Phad T rlg:c;uggebt?\zrr‘v?/hci,;gtnlnstepped back half e:dpgcednaarwar;r?:laft'ii St:Iaeg met me! Tommy
cyta that he would be ht
tgat | had met Gigg 3?&%?‘2:?3\;vbwuitth a sense of duty, but none of us would have thoug
rooke was an

Lo K
that he had a Field Marshal’s baton in his knapsac

- 30 pm, | received a message that Tomrpy
o e o oy .o o Dot hd =
Srooke was very il In'a'f'eWActually he should have reported sic da ided that he must not
roaring” acute appendlcl'ﬂcs" “drill Or’der" on that day, and he had ?:ful ttor to
?ngfori' IID'Ut rr:zcliai:tttt:;y arf];"gaed an A e asr;dhvi\g(;;(tah:/ a/rgscgorps Commander. ﬁu:

S’ im t becau - ill patient. | arranged tha

accompany him. | wrote such a letter not en referring a very ill patient
becauspe it):/vas my habit to write %irl?;?g)él\‘” r?'ledical dressing sta;uo:\:tﬁgrt:a ;V:)g :unrgical
the ambulance should by pasg’aasualty Clearing Station (CC?t)hv; CeCS ho admitting MO's
Shou'ldl'p:ocir?c:u(ljllge:é::tit:ge facilities. On Tommy’s arrival a ’
Specialist wi

; ]
put him to bed to wait the morrow:

In one of the Batteries of our Fiel

- fter | last saw
, endix had ruptured a _

ened. Tommy's 8PPSHFH " Nery acutely inflamed
| can work out ex_actly‘whlattfl[flgpcs_ It is a classic story 5\32: i temp?cl)rary and misleading
him and before his arrival a lief of tension, and there en oases, the tenderness lessens.
appendix ruptures, there s I;ims and signs — the pain ?i?gnitis sets in, after two to a few
Iu"d_'cr{:m atl))g temr?:Itr?gfiZﬁr;]goftens. Then, when, the %eferocity, and a life is in danger.
and the abdomi

. . e 4
inical pi ours with INCFE>0 . l” phase and did not heed the
hours, the whole C'":j'.calle;?f?g;ersr?net Tommy during the “lull” p
These admitting medica

ng and inexperienced MO
letter. NO doubt they thought that some young
explicit details of my letter.

in “an urgen
from the periphery had sgnt in a'gnc egd youn
case. Well, | was not an inexper

ix”, but it didn't appear to be much of a
t apge,\;:g?(fwas thirty one years of age, six years
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out of Medical School, and it so happened that | had vast experience of acute abdominal
emergencies in adult patients.
Next morning, at 8 am, the Surgical Specialist did a round of
to find a dangerously ill patient therein. He decided on imme
theatre was being opened up, the CO of the CCS received
Commander II Corps, enquiring about his son, admitted th
Consternation! In a military environment it is double jeopa
involving a senior General Officer.

diate operation. Whilst the
a phone call — from the Corps

The surgeon at the CCS saved Tom’s life but when Tom was

evacuated back to England
he had a faecal fistula. | do not know if he ever soldiered agai

n.

The phoney war rolled on. We learned something about the wi

\ nes of France, and that
even in humble restaurants in the countryside, the cuisine is e

xcellent,

On May 10", 1940 at 8 am on the BBC, we learned that at 5.20 am that morning, the
Germans had invaded Belgium. The excitement was intense. It was a beautify] sunny day,

and in fact throughout the ensuing month the weather was perfect and the North Sea was
like a mill pond.

As far as | know, there was, on our Brigade front, no cross river activity.

The Regimental soldier only knows what happens on
absolutely astonished when after four days of desulto
ordered to retreat, to move under the cover of darkne

his own bailiwick. We were
ry artillery exchanges, we were
$8, to new positions west of Brussels.

his beds, and was astonished

20

We bypassed that city, no cheering crowds this tim?r.‘ WFe vag:eolryll gﬁfﬂgﬁteda?;i r?(;.lr
, i t on the Fren ,
as because of the pressures t?elng pu F
ge;[g?a’(nvg on our left. (We were correct in these suppositions).

This became the pattern of our lives, 3 —4 days in a position with low level artillery
exchanges, then retreating under orders at night.

i a new factor. The roads were now
i fourth such withdrawals, there was ( e
Burt\ ogs’;gg w:trr? ?er;Sgees, with their handcarts, or horse dratwg ':/he:rzctlr?:t :I% tv'::)L meb?el
f:ac?h our new destinations until well after daylight. | expecte

bombed from the air, but no such attacks occurred.

» was announced — the BEF were to be evacuated,

irk i d the nearby Belgian beaches. We
i rt of Dunkirk in France an _ visions, were
sent b bl): se?;rg:;lsﬂ;ig ?)ur cooks. Our role was clear, 1 Div and twoaztshg ?l'::(l)ﬂ(gjﬂsu:v on
tS: rr‘l:)?dafheolliJne whilst all the other divisio?sé artlgdtf:n Salljlpc?r:z tlr’:)\?vgss’ tFr)wen | saw the only
. uch celebra " . .

vy o tTe'bﬁ?:dr] ?: ’tI:Z t/r;ﬁorlr; campaign. A bunch of Bntlshdsoldfrso, J):gs?:]r;gn t\l:lrr(‘)cl)Jgh
Suerrlrir:'laer;tlt‘:é as;Jgrisoner walking with tgg{.n,h ast;Iclﬁfs\rl; hr‘ac;;e;ogznh aSt:frT; t¥eated hirm like &

. . The Britis ’ . ; ic —
e e ehesing Ay was oAy i 10 1 an
mascot.

they were soldiers moving as ordered.

i 50 DIV -
i ining. 1 DIV in the centre, 46 I_DIV and
Zlfoerr]:j:jn:r?én;gg{ canal. The Divisions which had suffered

Then on 26™ May, “Operation Dynamo

Finally there were only three divi
these Divisions in good shape, d
most were already sent home.

. . o miles
t Bray Dunes, In Be[glum, six mi

ezsa:):lrc]iiaers avgaiting evacuation. There was a long

the sands. The beach below was covergd

But the departing troops had left behind

i the b
By 31% May, 19" Field were above
nc):rtheast of Dunkirk. There were now nl?ove
concrete esplanade, fifteen feet or so a

; : ' nd weapons. s a loaded
mth %estroyed eve:#\p;nrﬁpr:u:\rll’ggﬁ gnd tripods, sO that on the esplanade there wa
eir Bren guns

told that small arms fire was very
ards. We had often been ritish naval vessel.
aren gun about ever)]/(It?: yaircraft. Out from the beach was a srgatl)| B;)ne o erman
effective against low Tlyind Gunboat. At intervals next day, one by one, letely
Someone said it was a River tun ntas jet over Leichhardt) comp

. rus, (as low as a Qa i unboat. They flew
o o cad arbolow, e n e 0 S8 T,
- fire, comp German airmen were, y
through our hail of small arms - 1in o how brave these p
' ber thinking hov h of these planes, | reached a
fire from the gunboat. | remember ks. With the fourth 0 had

r attacks. d to note that | ha
were signally unsuccessful I?\é??rllyself, My Colonel was greta tlya?\r;;l;: vessel, now floated
on gun In firee & havebarasssard There were no more flights,

removed my Red Cross ish Channel.

i into the English
Py the tide, went for the last powerful Germap attack, but no
iy ation of intermittent shelling, perhaps a little
tlgtjurned by our gunners before they spiked

ite
We three divisions of the rear g}JaS:<it r\nl;acon
such powerful attack er}sued - TJI'L:G e was r
more intense than previously.

their guns. e was a Main Dressing Station of 1 DIV.

They told me that they were not receiving a
g Gunner Officer killed by sniper fire. He

n the esplanad
n to see them.
the body of a youn

A couple of hundred yards doa’
Later on 1%t June, | walked god
flow of casualties, but they ha
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was not wearing his “dog tags”. Could | help identify? When they pulled back the blanket, it
was Peter Lewis, from one of our batteries. Peter was very young, one of the youngest of
all regular officers, having been commissioned not long before the war began. Some
months before, Peter having had no sexual experience, went with a girl in Lille. Now he
was sure that he would contract VD, thereby bringing disgrace upon his Battery, his
Regiment and the whole Regiment of Royal Artillery. He consulted me. In due course |

was able completely to reassure him. As | gazed sadly at his body, | reflected that he had
not died wondering!

Late in the evening of 1° June, we were informed by our Colonel that all British resistance
was to cease at 2359 hours of that night — that boats would be coming for us, but there
would be no organisation, each man must find his own small boat. It was a dignified, high
morale, suave qui peut. It was very bright moonlight. After farewells and good wishes, at
the exact moment we moved off. There were no rocky headlands, just miles of open
beach. | decided to walk towards Dunkirk, but keeping a lookout for a small boat. After a
while | suddenly realised that | was absolutely alone. Then came a salvo of gunfire, and |
watched as the shells hit a group of draft horses about 100 yard ahead of me. Presumably
French Artillery or Service Corps horses, the suffered severely. They could not lie flat in
the soft sand.

The British soldier expects to have an officer to make the decisions. It was not long before
one by one or in small groups about 25 or so British soldiers gathered around me. They
had found their officer. | did not disillusion them. They did not learn from me that | was an
officer of less than twelve months service and a non executive Medical Officer at that, We
proceeded to Dunkirk — to find that there were huge flames coming from that port. So.we
turned about, hoping top find a small boat. Then just before daylight, | saw a little shape on
the waters. As well as goo sight in those days | also had a very strong voice. | called out”
are you English?” Back came an equally loud voice in a North Country accent, “come on
lads!” The beach shelved very gradually and we waded out to nipple level to g’et into a
lifeboat which took us to a tugboat. Three other lifeboats arrived and deposited their
human contents into the tugboat which set off across the Channel with the four empty
lifeboats in tow. By now, it was broad daylight, and | quietly wondered about air attacks or
E boats, but there were no such happenings and we reached Ramsgate in northeast Kent
We did not feel like a beaten Army, but we did not feel like heroes either, though the .
people of Ramsgate treated us as such, with cheers and refreshments. The railways were
marvellous. We entrained at Ramsgate and without a single change of trains we arrived in
North Staffordshire to a beautiful parkland where newly built barracks were awaiting us. It
was a Sunday afternoon but the Post Offices were kept open for us. For me itwas 3
telegram to the Isle of Man where my wife and daughter were living, to my parents in
Sydney and to my wife’s parents in Orange, NSW.

Then we slept the clock around. After a few days, units were re — formed. | DIV
reconstituted itself around Leeds. We found that we did not lose in the crossing a single
member of 19" Field. When our wives joined us at Leeds, they were amazed at the high
spirits and conviviality of the spouses to whom they had come to offer sympathy. o

When one is a Regimental Officer, one has a blinkered view of war. One knows something

of wha? is happening in one’s own Regimental area, ion one’s own Brigade area, to some
extent in one’s Divisional area, but nothing of the big picture. ’

To be continued next issue
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MY SERVICE CAREER
By COL Graham Farley, OAM, RFD, ED (Rtd)
Part 20 — Colonel Artillery, 1977

i i omoted and no longer administering command of MUR, | was ,
asﬁggeoua;/;p‘?utlaye(etgé) :jay of my promotion to Colonel).to lunch in the MUR Sderg|eants
Mess. They wished to farewell me. | was presented with an MUR pI[aslqu.r(aj aBn ” adazcsvas
handkerchief — symbolic of my gunner corps. The new CO, LTCSOtL dgvr:4 ullard?,
present, together with BRIG Kevin Cooke and LTCOL Graeme Standish”.

' ' Div FF Gp at Field Force
d mv first parade as Colonel Attillery, 3 E | ”
lh\(levaatht?aarttéerrs] at “érosvgnor," Queen Road, on Wednelfday,tGt JLﬂyﬁ dGrogsr\;?]réofrmvr\]/?foi _
ildi i ineteenth century. Ithad a ,
stately building, probably dating back to Iate; nine ' .
but it ?//vas a ct?all%nge to the army engineenng.people_, as it had poor fogr;dat(ljopsban(: .
needed a lot of maintenance. | felt very conspicuous in service dress V\{It. Iref a s.;l, "
that | had two electric red lights under my chin! Ehstre% hal:'?ar;?afv;/i?ﬁvcl::t; ep;r:igjlgf]y 5
urpose of enabling “other ranks" to ldentity .
EE:nFti?;tV\C/ﬁ:c}r:/?/;r h[;pefully with no snipers lurking nearby. | met the senior regular army

officer, the Assistant Commander, COL Peter Scott.

ble number of full-time personnel, an evening meal was
rade. This was always a social occasion
ent relations between the various
d full-time. Wines were served in

[ unit with a considera
AS’ twase = Served before the pa

 and helped to establish excell
Yo corps personnel, bott)h Statrrt] :tnlater
st more abo . |
i %if?f?i,cgliér the artillery group was in an annzx behtm? the r
" main mansion building. This vgas.more thans elg,ua elgg ou
i ' needs. One felt that one was "going out thle ac orr eone
A moving towards the bunker when the meal was over.

| could even hide!

[ e

Arty” was not well definedl.d |; it hat()j stillwe”
i t, then the role would have been
. e CdRinAt?mz?mgtgj:s were under command, with all that
o undersio? But that degree of command was now at a level
- that means.From what | learned from my predecessor, my task
 higher up. uch a social and liaison one. But Stl”, a careful eye
| ;,1\,:; t\ge&rlr(]ept over the affairs of the gunner regiments and

§ " i the
i r, the “Col Arty” was respons@le for
artioy 2 ns, such as the Gunner Dinner a Ball,

. The task of the “Col

——————— . batteries. In p "
COL Graham Farley sporting conduct of artillery functio

hi d ’ .

tabs and hat band at iy and St. Barbaré ZDwge still two artillery regiments, (2/15 Fd

Parede, 2bee ét trla[;mz’r:diro Mdm Regt RAA), together with 132 Div Loc
eg

ded, pending the full implementation of the

ar
o of the last OBE medals to be @ tly the president and chairman of the board

? LTCOL Bullard received one of th Jilian life, he is curren

Australian Honours system. A solic

of the RACV g

* Later promoted to Major-General ascg%n;;‘;‘arves A

currently still very active in the Defen

appointed AO .
Later promoted to Brig

itor in Ci
i -raised in 1984, and
Infantry Division, which was re-raise ,
g gsociation, In addition to the RFD and ED, he has bheen

ini and with RFD and ED, was appointed AM
: der 3 Training Group
adier as Comman
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Bty. 2/15 paraded at the Batman Avenue, Dandenong and Baxter depots, with 10 at

Geelong and Colac. LTCOL Graeme Allj
Lamack-Jones® at 10, e Allinson commanded 2/15 and LTCOL Tony

Life on a headquarters was quite different fro i i
m that in a regiment. My period wi
22;?1 g?l)p;aadk;oopreparel me for an appointment without troops. The ac)rlo%ym TVEIW"F%VE;
n areal meaning. Quite apart from this new t : d i
) € . ype of role, | ha
:J;tle' morte (Ijlfﬂcult to wrlte_up my years on 3 Div FF Gp as distinct from beingvvf/)itff?gnd e
r gsmr:i?é rr:laitt(aarrnefw_ayls |lf§ on the Field Force Group headquarters was more political. It
ot rivalry between regiments, but more a matter of i :
even though the events took place 25 , personhel Involad are ot
/ years ago, more of those i i
alive and can read! One needs to be tactful as well as truthful. personnelinvolved are st

My civil occupation as the foundation headmaster of i i

Wood_end, Braemar C(_)IIege, was even more demande;gge;unr?;gggéﬁgm;lﬂgy ool
Readmg through my diaries®, | wonder how | kept sane. | seemed to hayvet el

in the fire, ‘yvhat Wlt"h family, school, church, scouts and army. The arm avtzao Wk Ak
\(/evﬁzu;e to "escape” to Melbourne once a week, mix with people comple)’ie%y uncr:r:)e e

vith Braemar College.. I was also able to stay overnight at Elwood with m blfaies
rising early and returning to Woodend before the day’s schooling Commenycgsrents, before

What did one do on a parade night after the [

_ . : _ social meal other than re| i
Fhort“’;l Q;J]Ilie a bit pf time on a ’prlcal parade night could be taken up w?t);\arg::jj[he gNlne e
h cta o(;a ile,” which was reading requiring a signature. | was not high on th (Iir?g .hroygh
ist, an oft_en the material was all but out of date by the time | saw it, but i o oibution
being relatively up to date with what was going on. - outftwas one way of

As far as staff in the artillery office was concern

, ed, | recall
Green anq MAJ Ton); Furze at first, but later the team incluctir:ez ﬁ'mes of LTCOL Baxter
MAJ Bernie Pearson” and WO1 Bob Millett?, COL George James,

The first six months in the appointment includ it visi

and the CGS exercise. On 23™ July there wa(:c;aL;c()jLijgg r?JT L;:tm ;/!‘Slts, Sodial engagements
Gunner. Ball was held at 9 Darling Street on 5 August LTC%L Goo venor.” The
convening officer. It was termed the Silver Jubil ’ peorge James the
Ge-neral’s silver jubilee on the throne. | attended 3 di

which BRIG lan Gilmore, OBE, the commandant at the St

present. | did not know then as to how our paths an Sollege
College.’

® LTCOL Larnack-Jones was a former full-time armou i
was conducting an art studio and gallery in Geelong V\;letal'clj r?if:‘\sl\i;ewmy sfer refirement from the regular army
I commenced my diaries at the age of 16. They have always be |
was very busy, months could elapse before they were written fen ot the narr
; 977, b' have to confess that the detailed typing had to await thepsa%n:nr;"nryvday-
ave been lost. Regrettably | have -y
;hem1 piriivag Sourges'” y kept very few army documents or, as tertj
* WO Robert Hilet, MEE, hatl boan e kovetms nf
illett, MBE, had been the keystone of 10 Mdm Re
52%(;’}1‘?) (;PmeErJ:\?/M (Ilnteffect) on the newly re-created 3 Inf Divg.t'Hr\;sA'gt'hf::jrr rr::.ny. years. He was
Menasraon ey aZ ater ?o be in Charge pf the Aqstralian Counter D er Cm| ooorest was life saving
hen: e Australia). He was invited to join the Board of Brae ollege (now Emergency
sixyears. Just before he moved to Melbourne, he encouraged me to o Laohege and was its chairmar

very senior in Legacy and was President of the Field Marshal Sir ThOmaSJoéTaLegacy. BRIG Gilmore was
mey Trust for a period

ative type. At times when |
’Fo—day diary. In 1976 and
tloq. Hence some detail may
ary institutions would term

isast
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In the middle of August, the Chief of the General Staff conducted his exercise. This was
the only one during my six years on the headquarters to which | received an invitation. |
never asked or found out why just the one! Incidentally the CGS exercise experience
enabled me to understand why | have never been interested in full-time service in the army
in peace time. Full-time service seemed to be a combination of periods of intense activity

followed by periods not so intense, even to the point of boredom.

The CGS exercise followed this formula perfectly. From the time our aircraft landed in
Canberra, we were “rushed” to Duntroon, although the exercise did not start until the
following day. We had the afternoon and evening to fill in. Most gravitated to the mess. |
went for a walk! We wore blues at night. It was then that | discovered that everyone else,
with one exception, had the larger gorget tabs on their blues’ collars. | had no seamstress
at hand to change mine, but no one seemed to comment about it. The other officer with
the small tabs was MAJGEN Grey, later to be knighted and promoted to General and

subsequently appointed Governor of Tasmania.

The exercise concerned a country known as Lantana. The landmass was the size of
Tasmania, but turned upside down. There were the usual seminar groups working on
solutions to the problems, with the presentation of solutions in the main hall. My seminar
leader was BRIG Greville from South Australia. He was also a close friend of BRIG
Gilmore. The senior gunner officer was BRIG Jack KELLY, CBE. The CGS was LTGEN
D. B. Dunstan. Sir Arthur Tange, CBE, Secretary to Department of Defence and reputed

to be feared and respected as such, was also present.

On the final night, a formal mess dinner was held. Before the night was out, each corps
group of officers had to stand on the

tables and demonstrate solidarity in
song. Memory suggests that the tops of
the tables were quite rough and
accustomed to such treatment. | did not
know then that a similar “dance routine”
by an officer at a 3MD gunner dinner
would have considerable financial and
other repercussions for many of us!

On return, | attended a number of

¥ regimental activities, such as a 10
Medium weekend on forward

observation, a formation TEWT, and the
Artillery TEWT, all at Puckapunyal.

The regiments were at a high standard,

reflecting both the training given by their

current COs and also my predecessor.

i ™ o2 :

~ LTCOL Graham Allinson, CO, 2/15 Fd Regt, RAA,

discussing aspects of the Artillery TEWT with the Colonel
Artillearv Ol Graham Farlev

The formation TEWT was Exercise “Think Through.” Accommodation was at A Block
South at Puckapunyal. COL B. Clendinnen was the exercise coordinating officer. The
Orbat in those days included 4/19 PWLH, 8/13 VMR, 2/15 Fd Regt RAA, 10 Mdm Regt
RAA, 132 Div Loc Bty, HQ 6 Const Gp, 7 Fd Engr Regt, 108 Sig Sgn, 1 RVR, 2 RVR, 3
Div FF Gp Int Unit, 7 Tpt Coy, 15 Tpt Coy, 3 Ord PI, 6 Fd Amb, 3 Psych Unit, the
Chaplains, and, of course, the HQ 3 Div FF Gp.
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Gunner officers “invited” to attend included LTCOLs Graham Alli
_ inson and Tony Larnack-
Jones, MAJs B. J. Wright, Peter Hemingway, John Henry, Bob Freeland, Doug Knight,

Bob Muirhead, George James, Bob Collins. Doug P '
Laurie Haby. . g Perry, and CAPTs Graham Rebecci and

The en'enyovx{‘as the nation of Musoria, “an aggressive, dynamic nation to the North of
Australia. Owrj Troops” were 1 (AS) Corps, with 2" and 3™ Division raised to full
strength. . HQ 3 D_lv consisted of three task forces, 4, 5 and 7. Problems were set for the 5
TF grouping. Artillery included 13 Fd Regt, 11 Mdm Regt (less one Bty), radar, survey and
meteorological sections of 132 Div Loc Bty, and a SAM Tp from 118 Div AD Bty (Lt)

Infantry complrised 6 RVR, and 3 and 4 RNSWR. The area of operations was
Wangaratta.

At the end of the Arty TEWT on the weekend 29/30 October, Shirley and | had been
invited to a Beating the Retreat ceremony outside Victoria Barracks in St. Kilda Road. Th
mover behind this function was the Logistics Commander, MAJGEN Johﬁ Stevenson, OAe
Dress was bllﬁas._ My red tabs were now the correct size. But | had not been issued ; ith '
my blues cap’ " with its abundance of gold thread. Fortunately | was able to bor e
from COL B. Clendinnen, AM, for the occasion. | was continuing to find that “corlgnve(l)sr}’e

were quite important and attracted much respect, particularly i i
queue, compliments and transport. i i ihe form of a place in a

On 5 November | was detailed to be a reviewin
parade at Puckapunyal. | was to substitute for
of centralised recruit training, a period of sixtee
be 141 recruits on parade. On a later such parad i
insisted on peing allowed to march on, but oFr)w thisiir\s/s\ichsgctahseicr)?\ ﬁgi;gg recrLt“tS, |
use the official car. Scared that something would fall off, either my hat, m Méar; ot both
say n'Othlng (_)fja_mmmg the sword in the door hinge of the car, | asked :[h (tel is et
practice getting in anc_l alighting from the car. | think | made it’ but | felt I'Iijl W
This was one of the disadvantages of being over six foot in he:ight and nlofvae;o;lzﬁgﬁgv.
‘ NI E But I have never had difficulty with public speaking,
i so | guess that | discharged my role fairly

adequately. The 3MD
o : colonels were
reviewing officers. on a roster as

g officer at the passing out of a recruit
BRIG Jim Barw, ED. This was at the time
ndays. My brief stated that there were to

ngore 1977 was out
| firing bivouac, and o
| eventually found the

, ' had attended the 2/15 Fd
n another weekend had

A , 10 Medium bivo t at

— . ' Puckapunyal but at Whi 0ac, o @
Artillery visited 3 Div FF Gp on 22 November. On the sam;N dhallglfrfjtat.heT zstillljelrr(}afcf:zrnozred
(0]

St. Barbara, there was an army parade through Melbourne including Leopard tank
, nks.

Colonel Graham and Mrs. Shirley Farley at MAJGEN Norman ViCkery12 was at that time the
the 10 Mdm Regt, RAA, Ball atthe Myers | Colonel Commandant, Looking after Colonel

Streat
Commandants was another task for the Col (Arty).

:? Ex “Think Through,” General Idea, paragraph 1.
Even for offices below colonel’s rank this
red, ridiculous”

12
His Honour Judge Norman Vickery, CBE, MC, ED. The MC
} , , , ED. was awarded for hj ice i
campaign. He later served as a NGFSO (Naval Gun Fire Support Officer). He w:s Spis:::ttleg t’l;‘raigdrcledsi:;tas

Commander 4 AGRA and was subsequently both Commander 3 Inf Div and then the CMF member on the

Army Board. He was the RAA .
(Arty) Colonel Commandant for many years, particularly during my period as Col

part of a well-dressed officer's apparel was also known as “Hats,
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Parade Card
JUL 2005 AUG 2005 SEP 2005
03 Res Forces Day 20 Regt Ball 15 Committee
21 Committee 18 Committee
OCT 2005 NOV 2005 DEC 2005
20 Committee 06 RSL Springvale 0? St Barbara's Day
10 A.G.M. 08 Committee
11 Golf Day
17 Committee
JAN 2006 FEB 2006 MAR 2006
05 Church Parade 16 Committee

16 Committee
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