The Sporting Globe’ on 24 Septesrlr;;er
2y and Alex Russell that Hgtter b
}ines depict Russell’s. While Rus.

‘he younger Hattersley.

 Russell was elected a member of the Royal and Ancient
_ Golf Club of St Andrews on 13 August 1951, and held that
membership until his death in 1961, a singular honour for
‘an Australian golfer. He was also a member at the Barwon
Heads Golf Club, the Beaufort Golf Club and the Gala Golf Club
n Lismore, Victoria. Alex was made a Life Member of Royal
Melbourne in 1933 for his services to the club and he continued

ayédrone qualifying round at Muirfield but withdrew, with no
son given. In a later trip to Britain in 1938, Russell played in
tish Amateur, this time at Tro

an 5 and 3. Tolley was
fthe outstanding British golfers between the two wars,
ning the British Amateur twice, semi-finalist once, and
r finalist three times.

eptrplaying championship events even though his golf
Lhigh enough standard for him to be as competitive
as. He played in the 1939 Victorian Amateur at Yarra
qualified for the match play, winning his first-round
omfbrtably. In the second round, he came up against “the
aurie Duffy” who treated him as he had his first-round
The Sporting Globe’ noted that, “the Russell-Duffy
out half an hour before schedule time after lunch, and
uggested that the set time had been advertised, Russell
th wants to see Laurie beat me 8 and 77" At the end of
atch h cheerfully remarked ‘I made only one mistake, I missed
that would have halved the 29% qng thus was beaten 9
d of the anticipated 8 gnd 7" Although his golf was
Most certainly had notlost his sense of humour.

ilj 7 ' Iily blayed golf with his father once, other than

et d very controlled Swing.” After suffering
€1n 1950, Alex rarely played golf again,

Alex Russe]] recovers from
a bunker (right) in the 1930
Australign Open at Metropolitan

Course Records

Alex Russell set a new course record
for Royal Melbourne’s Sandringham
links of 68 during the 1924 Australian
Open. That record stood for nearly 6
years until shortly before the course
was replaced by the new West Course
in 1931, when RMGC professional
Arthur Le Fevre shot a 66 in March
1930. In that same meeting Russell
and his foursomes partner C. H,
Fawcett set a new foursomes course
record at Sandringham of 71.

At the Victoria Golf Club’s Fishermen’s

Bend course, Russell played in the

Open Scratch Medal event held

on 26 April 1926, and shot a 69 in

the morning round, a new course

record. He followed up with 72 in

the afternoon, winning the event by

awhopping 9 strokes in a field that

included Whitton and a number of

Victoria’s prominent professionals

including Reg Jupp and Arthur Le

Fevre. Amazingly, Russell also tied for At i gl ko s deens by
the handicap event even though he e

was playing off +5. His record score
Wwas equalled by A. W. Jackson in 1927,
but was never bettered as the club soon moved to its new home
at Cheltenham.

Russell also held for a time in 1929 both the 9-hole (36) and 18-
hole (76) records at the 9-hole Lismore course of the Gala Golf
Club in country Victoria,

Caricature of Russell (above) by
Hector Morrison from 1931
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with the
30s view over the golf course -
.élglmmerland Golf House building at the left

Philip Island & District Historical Society

The Summerland links is not part
of a registered club, but _earb;
steps are to be taken to include
it among our registered courses,
Then it should immediately
become popular with linksmen,

: = and it will certainly add to ti;e
- appealing holiday charms of the island. Some of the holes

Or the event.
A 1931 Teport on the thracii o ’
9€S of a natyrqy bunk, . attractiong of Philjj Island o
Y foraq One-shotter gy foun atytbe 1 €red:;e = , Hie W gOIf Courge 44 Summerjanq Was 'I’:)ne o bt::t that . i
jonship links of This hole l0oks quje N uninteresyy, roposi J’Z S 6%, links 1 Victorig” 4, d that e o ,nefth e i :
il o of the fac that there is atflrstglanceg 1;1 tp 9Sttion by reason Second annual Opep Meeting Was again held at g Lo Th.e o
?;Ioucli; lit le green 5, ar enough ¢, look gj p]’ej Bsu :tltziyet ;I:tci ;11 mcet ay 1931 ang areport frop, Jack Dillon ip ‘The ££1{?;; Iéln %m :
e g ; % mus ; i g
. . e e get thegreen rreal tro bl ; Suggested that jt Was Course 4 ;
pichof 45 s n i ielong q s rugged Country op th 3 B e follows, Sand hjyys on the left, are recommended L try, The i a-t hose Who haye not visjteq
' e € Tight, nasyy, desperqte Places gt ¢, i . " Y Will fing jr leasq Surprise, gjey
pitch of 345 yards, ds on ack, and nope too SWeet spots short, reyeqy th J Russel] aiq tout iy greatgolfing Country, ywis, the excepy;
Country, and sk resnewiho e, et . those Who fail ¢, make the Pitch as jt sp, ld b e of Barwop, Heads ang Warrnambo L it is qs fine q ¢, tCEp an
51016; S ——— Hole 7- 4 ther pj, e Jound outside the metropolitqn area'” estas wijl pe
eve 4 . ; ~ANnother Ind tee shot s encount. d .
; ; erit is the third, of 480 Anor . .l
Hole 3 - Of consider c;?iiioéj::riz;nl:unkering to be carried ;’;’Z[S A;te'] O/:::h gL i b ercoune o
ds. There is some fi
)\Z';h the second wood shot. . 7
Hole 4 - The fourth of 270 yards is the first hole in the
0 gon

Hole g - Then Comes q
upto q Plateqy, green,

Hole 9 - 7,

ional country. The drive is mad'e straight a.heag' 1;0
pirsiis h, and a nice short pitch is left to.an mtere‘ o
it patCV’er the main feature of the hole is the fq ttha
il H(;/M;:) fa’ncies his driving ability may take ari L
EZiomtgtt?might ahead for the green over high and rugge

good one-shotter of aboyy 1 60 yards
my mind the

h
e Of the
@ be sent qs fy- as one ' e -
- I}g alto}rzz ue thqr gets narrower the further i goes, : ;i el ,ﬂ:.f';?[ﬂvffiﬁf*‘:i' &"’;ﬁ"fﬁ'
7 : o ect : . ) Dearer o ole, w!lhougm-nau .v‘m» 0% engun,
drugge . . ?ocatio Y nit tee sf'zotstops onaplateq, Which dives i “;’;A ,' ;
lls. The short cut does not call for treme . an e o Sl & IIHE’QI'VBS n
sand hills. ff it gives a thrill of course, the short cu tme Y Lt e
o 1t giv : :
if it comes o =,
. | ‘ s 5
; bhnd drl o = m‘l{zﬁa JHISE B palg 1y m?w;m'r: at Suinmbrhm‘) Hong,
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rk continued progressively with
tee placements changed and more clearly defined, greens
raised and enlarged and new bunkers carefully placed
and former ones remodelled......By 1937 work under the
plan had been completed at a cost of almost £1200 and
widespread satisfaction was expressed at the final results.”

0, the club held its annual Open Meeting and
“The Australasian’ that:

“For one thing the rather “countrified” aspect of the links
has disappeared before the excellent bunkering scheme
carried out during the year to designs by Alex. Russell. This
is not yet complete, but it will proceed in due course. An
instance of the improvement made is the short hole known
as Clarke’s trap. This, although interesting enough, had
been a very crude affair, a flat square green placed inside
a sort of zareba [a thorn fence surrounding an African
village] as foreign to modern golf course architecture as

could well be imagined. The appearance of the first and
second holes too has been improved beyond recognition.”

‘The Referee’ in Sydney on 22 October,

During the early 1930s wo

In October 193
Harry Culliton noted in

“Backspin”, writing in
commented that:
“Recent visitors to the Ballarat meeting were greatly
impressed with the wonderful improvement in the
character of the links, brought about by the bunkering
and remodelling scheme carried out by Alex Russell.
Obsolete bunkering systems are soundly condemned
by city players visiting rural links. It is high time that a
number of other clubs undertook the task of replacing
such golfing atrocities as wire-netting bunkers.”

Characteristic Russell bunkering on
the final green at Ballarat c.1940

Two years later Culliton observed:

described in 1936 as bein

7 : lai i
country with sand green g laid out on Interesting undulatin
g

S and was wel]] bunkered.

“Alex Russell is to be heartily congratulated upon making
an excellent imitation of a silk purse out of something
very like a sow’s ear, speaking of golf courses from the
point of view of the fastidious modern golfer. The cours
is now an excellent round. The old “potato-pit” bunkers
have been swept away and new, symmetrical hazards,
well placed and sand filled, have displaced them.”

Barwon Heads Golf Club Barwon Heads, Victoria

that his father redesigned the 16t
hat year is not known. However, the
dislike to one of the new bunker

Philip Russell recalled
at Barwon Heads, inw

committee apparently tooka
that he said was rather bluntly named “Russell’s Asshole”,

had it filled in. There is a brief mention of Russell in the c!
history book as providing “support for Victor East’s work
Barwon Heads,” but it does not elaborate further. In any event
East was involved with George Lowe in laying out the cours
that first opened in 1922 and while it is possible Russell
assisted Lowe at that time, itis considered unlikely. He
certainly made some contributions to the design of the
in the immediate post-war period when he served on th
committee and was both captain and president. '

hworth course c.194¢0

Beaufort Golf Club Beaufort, Victoria
9 with Alex Russell’s father P

G
¢ , qlf Club Bendigo, Victorig
as establishe( in 1901

The club was formed in 188

Russell one of the founding members, as the Russell pro
‘Mawallok’ was located close to the town. Alex’s son 8 Club. “The Ri as the Bendi
e s i : ndigo
Russell stated that his father made some alteratﬁln's:th t: - 930, in rep‘(;?; ;Ea Rscorder’ newspaiefgg gnd
i frer Alex hd { g abo
mid 19305 88 ub that Alex Russel] wgit:: new course for the Swan
, signing, also com
mented

course at Beaufort, likely in the e
returned to live at ‘Mawallok’. In 1936, the course ‘cliva

as having “large sand greens” and “heavily bu

Victoria

Beechworth Golf Club Beechworth,

At its annual meeting in April 1928, the Beechwor
“decided to at once extend the present 12-hole cou” o8
hole course, and Mr Alex Russell, the prominenty € i perfect org
er the dj raer. The club js rearranging

asked to design the lay-out of the new course.ff R
been engaged to undertake this work, as a te
Sporting Globe’ on 14 Decemb
facilities of the town of Beechworth a
direction of Mr Alex Russell, oné of the led
in Australia, a new 18-hole course was lal
at Baarmutha Park.” The Beechworth Gol
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Discovering Alex Russell

Jess stayed in England after the honeymoon with her younger
sister Jean, likely at their parents’ home in Farnham Common,
while Alex went to Lydd in Kent to complete his training
courses and thence back to France on 20 November 1917. Alex’s
parents, along with his younger sisters Jean and Philippa,
accompanied by a nurse for Philippa who was quite sickly, had
sailed back to Australia from England in December 1916, prior
to the wedding and arrived in Melbourne in January 1917. Once
Alex was demobilised following the Armistice, he and Jess
stayed in England for a few months until leaving for Australia,
arriving back in Melbourne on 20 February 1919 aboard

the ‘S.S. Orsova.’ The ‘Riponshire Advocate’ on 1 March 1919
reported upon the couple’s return and suggested they would
stay in Melbourne for a period before visiting ‘Mawallok’.

Alex and Jess’s first child Philip was born in September 1919
not long after their return from England and ‘Table Talk’
reported on the arrival in their social pages the week after
the birth, writing that “the stork paid a visit to Major and
Mrs Alex Russell last week at South Yarra, and left them a son
and heir, and incidentally turned two or our smartest matrons
into grandmothers.....There has been great preparation for the
advent of this infant, the first grandchild to further link up two

Jess Lucy Russell (nee Fairbairn)

Jess Russell 1895 - 1983

Jess Lucy Fairbairn was born in Clermont,
Queensland on 8 April 1895 to Frederick

and Rhoda Fairbairn at their Logan Downs
property. Fred Fairbairn owned property in the
Western District of Victoria and in Geelong, and
when Jess was growing up, her family spent time in
both Queensland and Victoria.

She was educated at Toorak College in Melbourne and
travelled with her family to England prior to World War 1.
After returning to Australia, she made her debut ata ball in
Melbourne given by her parents to celebrate the construction
of their newly built Logan House, on Toorak Road at South
Yarra, in November 1914. She returned to England shortly after
and became a Voluntary Aid Detachment nurse before joining
the RAF as a driver later in the war.

Jess Russell was an accomplished golfer. She was runner-up three
times in the Australian Ladies Amateur Championship (1927,
1930, 1932) but unfortunately fell just short of victory each time.
Jess won the Australian Ladies Foursomes Championship twice,
in 1926 and 1927, and represented Victoria six times. She was

* ihe closest ¢

nt i
ussell met oo th

in the 36-hole

Ly ° 4Au$lre;,ia11 i ban WOID_CI] S Golf

amember of the Australian ‘Tasman Cup’ Team in 1933,and at
Royal Melbourne her name is commemorated by the “Jess Russell -
Foursomes Championship Cup” presented by Philip Russellin =~ issell (above qng

. = above rj
1983 in memory of his mother. = 5 Amateyr Championilrzigi;gll; -
; at

of our best known families....” Soon after the birth of Philip,
the couple’s first daughter Virginia came along the following
year, and after a gap of nearly a decade, their second daughter
Robina was born in 1929.

Women's 'golf took pla
€

e u
nal of the Champinnship. Aboy

ST
celast week at
WO Wiews of the Course,

In 1927, Jess seta course record of 78 at Barwon Heads, where
the Russells were also members, which stood for 22 years.
In 1930, when she was runner-up to Susie Tolhurstin the
Australian Women'’s Amateur, Alex was also runner-up in the
men’s national title to Harry Hattersley, and this was the first
time that a husband and wife had both made their respective
national finals. =

Jess was a very social person and society arrangements were
important to her. In the immediate post-war years after
returning from England as a married woman, Jess and hef
sister Jean were the prime movers in setting up and runnins
series of dances known as “Dazzle Balls” for their fancy (
and exotic outfits that were worn. At the 1920 Dazzle Ball
wore a costume described as “Chinese in design, the clingin
trousers and bodice being all in one, with jumper of gold fzss,
embroidered in multi colour. The Pagoda Headdress, also 0
dangled with many coloured silk pom-poms.” Alex, who we o
treasurer for the 1920 ball, got into the fancy dress ;SP“T“
“Major Alec Russell was an Arab chief.” Tickets were 01i¢ 8
(21 shillings) each and any profits after expen,s‘?S
to the Children’s Hospital. '

Mrs. Alec.  Russell {5 here seen
with her two children, Phillip and
Vir ilnia. Mrs. Russell, who is the

irn, is the wife of Major Alec
1, son of Mr. and Mrs., Phi
Russell, Mawallok, Beaufort,
and Mrs. Russell are  both
wolfers and a playing their 3
into the ranks of the hrst flighters.
Phoie by Broothorn.

in* : Jine showingJess
1923 photograph in ‘The Home’ maga Virginia

Russell with her two young children, Philip and

M > in aci:
TS, S 1ssell in a tion
Alex. R ssell Id
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s the ever-increasing Federal
‘X i thzel?Ilfgiz?SaiO;;::stvshich would have. made thiet
:and 'I_'aX e den prohibitive for the club to remain whe;e N
‘inancial burb:r 1951, Russell suggested that_the clubs (;Eer,
s lore th’e possibility of purchasing lz_md fultj
e expThen there arose the threat of a railway line .
;mm e CBtl))t;'n to Ricketts Point passing through the c'ouliz
B 11 bhouse. Thanks to what started as a Priva 4
e th'éi‘lc' uthe Victorian Parliament, but was taken (t))ve
Sk I(I}lovernment after negotiations with t}l}e Labor
% the'H'ametlile “Cultural and Recreational Lgnds Act wabs .
)ppomtlm}ll" rotected clubs from prohibitive rates., or et g
i _iS pc uired without a specific act qf Parham;ln};
xm}plﬂsf’“ﬁ’ aa(tli existed, a committee which'lncluded. e -
thllel?}lll:dt bl:;n searching for suitable sites if relocation w.
Russe

1eeded. Fortunately, it was not.

preferring to play his golf at Barwon Heads ang the country
courses in the Western District such as Beaufort and Gala.

Turf Research

Alex Russel] developed a keen interest in golf course turfand
its maintenance, doubly important in his twin roles as the
chairman of Royal Melbourne’s greens committee and a5 5
consulting golf course architect to a number of golf clybs, There
are many references within the Royal Melbourne minutes to
Russell’s activities regarding turf research, including:

24" November 1929, Ex erimental Plots

“The action of Mr Russel] and Mr Blewett in Jforming
eéxperimental plots on 37 4%, 15% qnd 16th was approved.”
[The numbering of the holes would pe the Sandringham holes]

16" June 193¢, Annual Generq] Meeting, Annuq] Report of
Council,

“Members qre greatly indebted to Mr Alex Russe]] for the
time and attention he has given in the laying-out of the
‘MacKenzie’ [West] ang ‘Cheltenham’ [East] courses, beside
research work in the direction of improving our Sfairways
and greens.” An appreciation of M, 4, Morcom follows,

28" November 1935, Correspondence.

“The Board of Greenkeeper’s Research. Recejveq,
Appreciation of Mr Russell’s action to be recorded.”

Alex Russell was also the Royal Melbourne representative on
the VGA Greenkeepers’ Research Committee and attended a
number of meetings through the 1930s, including some with
Claude Crockford.

QﬁégéLL At Lake Karrinyup in

Western Australia, Russe]]
oversaw trials of a number
of turf varieties for both
fairways and greens and
he also made 3 suggestion
in 1928 about how to put
nutrients into the fairway
soil by planting “a cover
crop of peas, vetch, etc, at
the beginning of the wet

At ‘Mawallok,” in order to increase the carrying capacity of
the land, the pasture needed to be improved and Russell

237

61 I91deyn

HOLVHLSINIWGV 4709 g4, T14Ssny |




Chapter 20
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ALEX RUSSELL THE MAN .
=
M)
el
o
"
[\®]
Describmg aperson’s character more than 50 yearg after itwas a rather dry sense of humour, She wrote that “people =
their death is difficult. There are now very few people alive found him dour pyt his friends anq family knew him to have q ;
today who knew him at all, ang only one of these his daughter very quick wit and senge of humour.” Her descriptions of some =
Robina, can Say she knew him well Fortunately, his son Philip family incidents indicate a man with Significant warmth while 5
gave some recorded Interviews about his father, including one Philip describeq him as “q very kind man Robina stresseq his &
with the authors brior to his death in 2009 and these give a absolute belief in fairness, and gave as an example that ofa man a
Very personal Insight from a son into his father: However, one who was sacked without any explanation from g firm her father E
thing that is beyond dispute is that Alex Russell was 3 highly was associated with When Russel] heard about this he sought &
intelligent and creative man, out the man and explained all the reasons for his dismissa] to =
People likely saw Aley Russell in dj Honant ways. Some found hiin. To his way of thm.kmfgI that was only fair, Russell’s belief in E
> : : ; fairness also surfaces in his golf courses where lesser players = |
him aloof, and given his Propensity to not tolerate fools d re shown due consi deratic |
gladly, and with hjs high intelligence, would have found hjm and women are shown dy eaRsideration,
intimidating as well. According]y, they may have chosen not Robina wrote of her father:
to like him. He was.a man who initially _with_heid his counsel, “Alex Russell was a very able man in many spheres. He had (
however, when he did speak, he Spoke his mind and was mostly a clear logical brain, He excelled at any sport ang was also N
listened to, but he could Sometimes appear aggressive when |

‘ agood shot. As q Jather he was old-fashioned in today’s
he felt strongly about 3 point. Russel]l’s son, Philip, said that he
could at times be taciturn and bompous, recalling that:

|
“Alex Russell was a brijjjgns athlete: never used his engineering temper which was better ayoigeq My early memories of him J
degree: had q very clear brain modest of his many were accompanying him opening gates as we went qr, ound _'
achievements: underneqth pe Was a shy gentleman: did not fing the property and also his expertise of beautifully made bows
iteasy to communicate wigh everyone, but had many friends » and arrows which got Jos¢ very easily.”

He also described his father ag being “always right” and that he Alex Russell chose his close friends carefully and was very loyal

“‘was always having a row with someone. Very stubborn if he had g to those he did choose, Just as they were to him, He was widely

point of view.” According to his daughter-in-law Alethea Russell, respected for his many gifts including leadership, Involving

Alek Rissll ko e Alex “and his wife always fought, they loved fighting,” to which him in a wide variety of Committees. He was made a Life

Mount Buller in 1932

his son Philip added that “Dad loved fighting the most, Mum Mem.ber ofRoyal Melbourne, Yarra Ya
always gave in in the end.”



fennis played at the Royal Melbourne Tennis
ibition Street, Melbourne.

ste of “Russell’s Versatility” in its 10 August

that:

Ipen Champion of Australia, can do more th(in

MIZ years ago he had the makings of a fijrst-rla i
] t at tennis, and no les.

n better was his attemp e

: ssures us that ha
chan Norman Brookescll
ith the game Russell might have become one

!mpfon Nofman Brookes, twice
, was a keen and talente Lol
Russell well and believed that n

s in Australia if he had

Open Champion was fitted up with his
bresent well-known pair of “Harold Ljo vd’s” that he was able
to do anything good at golf”

where Alex was 3 member. A few years earlier Russel] donated
a fine rosewood billiard table” to the Barwon Heads Golf Club.

Robina recalls that her father once claimed “the worig’s longest
drive from outside the Melbourne Clyp three blocks to outside
Henry Bucks menswear. It got tracked in the tram line/ (at 2am).”
Alex was a long-time member of the Melbourne Club, joining

on 4 July 1919 and remaining a member until his death in 1961,
Club records show that he was a regular participant in billiards
tournaments until 1951. His first appearance came in the
tournament “Leura June 1924”, with 4 handicap of “75 behind”,

wasrecorded as “owes 90”. In 1930 he reached the Final, playing
against the Hon. W,L.R. Clarke. The winner is not hamed, but

metand lost to R.C.M. Kimpton (250). Russel] continued to enter
tournaments, not passing beyond the heats, unti] 1950.

resident members or Strangers out of permitted h

endangering the club’s licence”,

“Helmet Koffler would help with the breakfast wash up then
hed grease up the skis....in those days you had to wax the
ake it slidier, You know. You ran into
the shed and picked up your skis and Dad

bottom of your skis tom

Philip also noteq that his
father and ‘Bo’ Fairbairn
once went Ccross-country
skiing across Norway
during their stay at
Cambridge University,
while the time Alex spent
in Scotland as a boy with
the ghillie Bathgate led to 3
lifelong interest in fishing
and shooting,

The Austrian skier Helmut
Koffler built the first chalet at
Mount Buller and was involyved
with Alex Russe]] and Alan

Ritchie in establishing the first
ski run there

ours, thereby

W XOFLER,
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