The 1870 logbook for the Earls Colne Church of England Boys' School reveals a year of significant disruption, leadership changes, and the harsh realities of Victorian rural life.
1. Leadership and Staffing Transitions
The school year was marked by the instability of the teaching staff due to illness:
· Mr. Alfred Nickels: Started the year but was forced to close the school from January 31 to February 11 due to his own illness. He fell ill again on February 24 and was ultimately unable to continue his duties.
· Mr. George Peall: Appointed as a temporary Master on March 7, 1870, arriving from Battersea.
· Mr. W.G. Moore: Took over as the permanent Master on September 19, 1870. He introduced a more varied curriculum, including "object lessons" and geography.
2. Curriculum Developments
While the focus remained on the "Standards" (Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic), the new Masters introduced more specialised subjects:
· Mathematics: Lessons in Algebra began for the top student, Arthur French. Other classes focused on "Reduction" (Weights and Measures) and "Compound Multiplication" (Money).
· Geography & Object Lessons: Mr. Moore introduced lessons on the Geography of England, Palestine, and the Manufacture of Paper, Earthenware, "Hats," and "Pin-making."
· Religious Education: The Vicar (Rev. Blackall) and Rev. Tew were relentless, focusing on the Catechism, the Book of Joshua, and the "Apostolic Journeys of St. Paul."
· Music: The boys practiced "pence-tables" through song and learned "The Boy in the River" and various hymns.
3. Attendance Challenges: Labour and Weather
Attendance was frequently poor, hitting a low of 24.3 in late October. The primary causes were:
· Agricultural Labour: Boys were absent for "stone-picking" in March, work in the fields in April, "Harvest holidays" in August, and "acorn-picking" in October.
· Inclement Weather: "Inclement weather" and "heavy falls of snow" in December significantly thinned the ranks of boys travelling from a distance.
· Health: Outbreaks of "fever" were reported, specifically affecting Henry and Arthur White in July.
4. Discipline and Social Welfare
· Punishment: Corporal punishment was recorded; C. Ellis, H. Reeve, and F. Reeve were "thrashed" for playing truant. Maurice Durrant was dismissed for "audacious behaviour" but was later readmitted upon a promise of improvement.
· The "Half-Time" System: Albert Higgleton was admitted as a "half-time" scholar, a common practice allowing children to work part of the day and attend school for the rest.
· Community Support: Local benefactors the Watkinsons provided baskets of apples for the boys.
· Rising Costs: At the end of the year, it was announced that school fees (school pence) would rise to 2d (two pence) per week.

New Students Named in 1870
· Mark Adley (Admitted Nov)
· Frank Corder (Punished for behaviour)
· Maurice Durrant (Dismissed/Readmitted)
· C. Ellis & H./F. Reeve (Truants)
· Arthur French (Advanced to Algebra; left for work in April)
· John Green (Returned after 11 weeks)
· Albert Higgleton (Half-time student)
· Albert Hurst (Caught cutting the desk)
· W. Long & F. Newport (Left for the Grammar School)
· James Saunders & William Layer (Readmitted)
· Henry & Arthur White (Ill with fever)

Based on the data from the logbooks, here is a comparison of the school’s academic standing. The May 1870 exam was a pivotal "whole school" assessment that allows us to see how the school fared under the new Master compared to the initial 1869 baseline.
1. Performance Comparison: 1869 vs. 1870
In 1869, the school was transitioning from an "uncertificated" master. The first assessments were bleak, characterized by "failure" rather than specific data. By May 1870, the new Master provided a clearer breakdown of the 37 boys examined.
	Subject
	1869 Observation
	May 1870 Performance (37 Boys)

	Reading
	"Deficient" in lower classes; Standard III found wanting.
	7 total failures. Most successful in the higher standards.

	Writing
	Noted as "improved" in some classes by year-end.
	3 total failures. This was the strongest subject.

	Arithmetic
	Mass failure: All of Standard VI and Standard III failed in June 1869.
	12 total failures. While still the weakest subject, it showed a shift from total failure to partial success.


2. 1870 Standard-by-Standard Breakdown
The May 1870 examination provides a rare "snapshot" of the failure rates per grade level:
· Standard I (The youngest/weakest): This group struggled the most. Out of 24 boys, there were 6 failures in Arithmetic and 5 in Reading.
· Standard II: Showed a better grasp of literacy (0 failures in Writing), but 50% of the class failed Arithmetic.
· Standard IV (The highest tested in May): Near-perfect results, with only 1 failure across all three subjects for the 3 boys in this standard.

3. Key Drivers of Change
Several factors explain the shift in performance between the two years:
· Individual Progress: Some students clearly outpaced the curriculum. Arthur French was moved beyond standard arithmetic to Algebra in January 1870, showing the school was now capable of supporting gifted students.
· Targeted Intervention: Following the May failures, the Master recorded giving "extra lessons" specifically to those backward in Arithmetic.
· Resource Upgrades: In October 1870, the school received 2 dozen new Arithmetic books, moving away from rote memorization to standardized text-based learning.
· Loss of Top Students: The school’s academic "ceiling" was lowered in April 1870 when W. Long and F. Newport left for the Grammar School, and top student Arthur French left to begin full-time work.

Summary of the Inspector's Verdict (August 1870)
"This School is very fairly conducted, and the instruction is creditable in all the subjects with the exception of the Reading which requires more attention."
The Inspector’s report confirms the log's internal findings: the school had successfully moved from "unqualified" status to a "creditable" institution, though it still struggled with literacy.
Based on the entries from 1869 and 1870, the school’s academic calendar was heavily dictated by the agricultural needs of the Earls Colne parish. Education was frequently secondary to the survival of the family farm.
Here is the Agricultural Labor Calendar as recorded by the School Masters:
The School-Labour Cycle (1869–1870)
	Month
	Agricultural Activity
	Impact on School

	March
	Stone-picking
	Attendance dropped as boys were sent to clear fields of stones to prepare for spring sowing.

	April / May
	Field Work / Barking
	General field work began. In 1870, the Master noted "paltry excuses" for absences that were actually boys working in the fields.

	June
	Hay / Field Work
	"Scant attendance" recorded in June 1869; the Master found a "number of boys at work in the fields."

	August
	Harvesting / Gleaning
	The most significant disruption. In Aug 1869, attendance was "very bad" because boys were Gleaning (collecting leftover grain).

	Late August
	Harvest Holidays
	The school officially closed for approx. 4 weeks to allow the boys to assist with the main harvest.

	October
	Acorn-picking
	A specific local activity. In Oct 1870, the Master noted the "greater part of the boys absent acorn-picking" (likely for pig feed).

	December
	Ploughing
	While not for the boys themselves, the school was dismissed early for the local Ploughing Match, a major community event.
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Key Socio-Economic Observations
· The "Half-Time" System: In October 1870, Albert Higgleton was admitted as a "half-time" scholar. This was a legal compromise where children worked half the day (often in factories or fields) and attended school for the other half.
· The Attrition of Older Boys: The log shows that as soon as a boy reached a certain age or level of strength, he left school permanently. A notable example is Arthur French, the school’s best student (who was studying Algebra), who left in April 1870 specifically "to go to work."
· Economic Pressure: At the end of 1870, the Vicar raised the school fees to 2d per week. For families already struggling and relying on their children's labour, this would have made it even more challenging to keep a boy in school.
This concludes the summary of the 1869-1870 logbook. Would you like me to focus on any other specific aspect, such as the religious lessons or the musical curriculum?
he religious and musical curriculum at Earls Colne was not just an "extra" subject; it was the cultural and moral backbone of the school, overseen personally by the Vicar and his wife.
1. The Religious Curriculum
The school day was heavily punctuated by the Anglican liturgical calendar. The boys were essentially being trained as active members of the parish church.
· Scripture Focus: The boys didn't just read the Bible; they engaged in "Exegesis" (interpretation). In 1870, they focused intensely on the Book of Joshua and the Gospel of St. Mark, specifically studying the miracles.
· The Catechism: During Lent, the Master began a "course of Catechism Lessons." These were highly formal; the boys had to reproduce these lessons from memory for the Vicar.
· Biblical Geography: Using maps, the boys tracked St. Paul’s three Apostolic Journeys and the "Wanderings of David."
· Liturgical Practice: Every Tuesday and Wednesday, the boys attended "Morning Prayer." They were also taught the "Divisions of the Christian Year" (Advent, Epiphany, Lent, etc.) as home lessons.
2. The Musical Curriculum
Music was the domain of Mrs. Blackall. While the Vicar handled the "intellect," she handled the "spirit" and the school's public voice.
· Church Practice: Every Friday afternoon, the girls from the neighbouring school joined the boys for "Church Practice." This ensured the Sunday choir was well-rehearsed.
· Hymns Ancient & Modern: The school used this specific (then relatively new) hymn book. They focused on:
· Hymn 4: "New every morning is the love" (Daily prayer)
· Hymn 20: "The day is past and over"
· Hymn 12: "O come and mourn with me awhile" (Lent)
· Secular and Patriotic Songs: It wasn't all religious. The boys learned:
· The Marseillaise: The French national anthem (highly unusual for a rural English school, perhaps reflecting the 1870 Franco-Prussian War).
· The Watch on the Rhine: A German patriotic song (again, a nod to contemporary European events).
· "The Fox": A traditional English folk song.
· "The Boy in the River": A cautionary school song.
· Theory: The Master also taught the "names and places of notes" and "pence-tables" set to music to help with rote memorisation of currency.
3. Moral and Social Oversight
The Vicar used religious instruction as a tool for social control. He frequently:
· "Admonished" the boys for their behaviour in Church.
· Required them to learn Collects (short prayers) for homework.
· Examined them on the "explanation" of the Lord's Prayer to ensure they weren't just reciting it, but understood its meaning.

Summary Table of Cultural Lessons
	Subject
	1869 Focus
	1870 Focus

	Scripture
	Jeremiah / Miracles of St. Mark
	Book of Joshua / Life of St. Paul

	Religious Tasks
	Notation (numbers) in Scripture
	Explaining the Lord's Prayer / Collects

	Songs
	"The Fox", "The Marseillaise"
	"The Boy in the River", "All Among the Barley"

	Events
	Ascension Day, St. Barnabas
	Conversion of St. Paul, Annunciation




