dolf Gysbert ‘Sailor’ Malan had joined the
RAF in 1936 following 12 years af sea -

hence his nickname. Born on 3 October 1910, in
Wellington, South Africa, to an Afrikaner family, he
had initially served as o naval cadet from the age
of 14 on board the training ship General Botha,
prior fo becoming an officer cadet with the
Union-Castle line in January 1928.

In late 1935, Malan applied for a commission
in the RAF, which was then in the process of
rapidly expanding its pilot cadre. He gained his
first flying experience in de Havilland Tiger Moths
at an elementary flying school near Bristol, going
aloft for the first time on 6 January 1936. Soon
christened 'Sailor’ by his fellow students, Pilot
Officer Malan completed his training by vearend
and then received a posting to Hawker Demon-
equipped No. 74 Squadron af Hornchurch
airfield. By the time Malan had been promoted
fo flying officer in May 1938, the squadron had
switched to Gauntlet biplane fighters.

Malan became a flight commander (and was
promoted to flight lieutenant) in March 1939, just
as No. 74 San received its first Spitfire Is. A highly
experienced aviator by the time Britain declared
war on Germany on 3 September 1939, Malan

was involved in the friendly-fire incident three days
later that resulted in the downing of two No. 56
San Hurricanes and the death of Pilot Officer
Montague Hulton-Harrop.
After many months of inactivity, No. 74 Sgn was
committed to the defence of Dunkirk from 21 May
1940. Malon led @ number of patrols over the
evacuation beaches that resulted in him being
credited with three enemy aircraft destroyed, two
shared destroyed and three damaged. He was
duly awarded a Distinguished Flying Cross on 28
May for these achievements, followed by a Bar to
this decoration after he succeeded in downing two
He 111s during the Luftwaffe’s first large scale
night raid on 18-19 June.




On 8 August 1940, Malan was given
command of No. 74 San, by which point he
and his senior pilots had already abandoned
the RAF’s rigid "Vic' formation for a looser
fingerfour’ formation as employed by the
Lufwaffe Messerschmitt B 109E Schwarm that
the unit had been encountering with increasing
frequency. VWhen the unit was withdrawn to
Kirtor-n-Lindsey, lincolnshire, shortly thereafter,
Malon used the break from combat o write
Ten of My Rules For Air Fighting (right) With
more than 12 victories fo his name by then,
Malan drew on his experience o develop a
set of rules for successful aerial combat that
were subsequently published and widely
distributed throughout Fighter Command.

AIR WAR OVER EUROPE
Malan remained in command of No. 74
San until March 1941, when he became
one of the RAF's first Wing Leaders charged
with faking Fighter Command onto the
offensive over occupied Europe. Flying from
Biggin Hill, Kent, Wing Commander Malan
had taken his score to 27 and seven shared
desfroyed, two shared unconfirmed

destroyed, three probables and 16

damaged by the time he was posted away
from Biggin Hill in August 194 1. A series

of training and staff jobs then followed,
including a spell as station commander of
Biggin Hill. Malan refurned to operations as
officer commanding No. 19 Fighter Wing in
October 1943, after which he led No. 145
(Free French) Wing.

Resigning from the RAF in 1946, Malan
returned fo South AFHCQ, where he became
active in politics with the Torch Commandos,
who were opposed fo apartheid. Tragically,
Malan was diagnosed with Parkinson's
disease in the late 1950s and passed away
on 17 September 1963 af the age of 53.




