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Thumb-o-Graphs 
 
We have in our Archives a Thumb-o-Graph book. It is only small 9cm by 17 cm and 

was the property of Ilma Walter.  Ilma who was born in 1890 was the daughter of 

Thomas Edward Walter and Sarah Ann Jeffery.  The book was given to her in 1909 as 

a birthday present from someone called Bert. It no longer has the ink pad attached but 

the mark where it was is clearly visible. 

 

During the first decade of the twentieth century, these albums were sold for the precise 

purpose of collecting the thumbprints of one's friends and family.  

 

The development of fingerprinting as a technique of identification is largely associated 

with Dr. Henry Faulds (1 June 1843 - 1930), a Scottish scientist. Faulds first published 

a paper on the subject in the scientific journal Nature in 1880. Francis Galton developed 

the work further and in 1892 published a detailed statistical model of fingerprint analysis 

and identification and encouraged its use in forensic science. 

 

Fingerprints had however been used as signatures in ancient Babylon in the second millennium BC. In order to protect 

against forgery, parties to a legal contract would impress their fingerprints into a clay tablet on which the contract 

had been written. By 246 BC, Chinese officials were impressing their fingerprints into the clay seals used to seal 

documents.  
 

Below are images of some of the pages in Ilma’s book and the details on one of the thumb-o-graphs.  

 

 
Corporal V Canty was 

Victor John Canty the son 

of Stephen Canty, Captain 

of the “Coomonderry.” 

Victor was born in 

Narooma in January 1896 

but by the time he enlisted 

his parents were both dead 

and his brother Maurice 

was his legal guardian. He 

first enlisted in October 1914 and then again in August 1915.  He gives his brother 

Raymond as his contact but the permission letter which appears with his second 

enlistment is from his legal guardian brother Maurice who was living in Orange 

at the time.  After serving in France Victor was discharged in May 1918 suffering 

from gassing.  He married in 1926 to Edna Lee.  A letter in his war record reveals 

that in 1961 he was on a TPI pension and he was living at Reversby Heights. 

Victor died in March 1972 in Queensland. 


