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Wesley Speech Night 2001

Mr Craig Readhead

Chairman of College Council

1 behalf of the College Council, | welcome you all to the Wesley College

speech Night 2001. Unfortunately the Headmaster Mr Bednall is unwell and

-annot be present this evening. He sends his apologies and best wishes.

Speech Night is arguably the most
important occasion an Wesley's
calendar - an event where we come
together to celebrate the
achievements of our great School
and to pay tribute to our Year 12
leavers for their contribution as
student leaders to the life of the
School. This event culminates with
the handing over of the banners
from the departing student leaders
to the incoming executive - a
poignant moment when we
symbolically recognise the
achievements of the past year and
receive a glimmer of the promise of
things to come.

Amongst a number of other
successes achieved by this School this
year, Wesley's first Head of the River
win is truly historic. After a number
of near misses over the years,
Brenton Jenke and the crew of the
First Eight finally did it. Focus,
commitment and good coaching
paid off. All old boys, students and
parents acknowledge your success
and the contribution of Rhett Ayliffe
as coach.

While still on the subject of sport, |
acknowledge the rapid improvement
in the performance of the Wesley
swimming team under the leadership
of coach Nic Watkins. A win at the
PSA Interschool swimming in the
next couple of years would also be
very significant as Wesiey has only
won the event once before many
years aga,

Turning now to College Councii
activities during 2001, | can reporl
that, in addition to the usual and
ongoing matters of school

governance, the following matters
should be noted:

Site Development Plan

After an extensive selection process,
the College Council recently
appointed James Christou &
Associates as architects to assist in
the returbishment of the Joseph
Green Complex and linkage with a
new design and technology building
1o the east of Joseph Green and in
iront of the science building. Mr
Christou’s innavative initial design
concepts for those facilities greatly
impressed the College Council.

The detailed planning, consultation
and tendering still has to occur but it
is envisaged that contracts would be
awarded towards the end of 2002,
The facilities will include performing
arts, design and technology and
school community catering. It may
aiso include some other uses not yet
specified.

These new facilities will be
constructed with funding Lo be
provided by the Endowment Fund.

Another project which will be
completed during the Christmas
Holidays will be the conversion of the
Headmaster’s residence to a Schooi
heritage centre which wilt house the
School archives, museum, teaching
area, the OWCA and Schoo!
Development Office activities. |
believe that this Centre will be an
important step in preserving the
proud heritage of Wesley.

During 2002 the College Council will
also be examining the
implementation of the second stage
of the boarding school development
plan which relates to improved

facilities for Years 9 to 11 boarders.
The new Residential Services
Committee will undertake this work.

Finally, I can report that a Chapel
refurbishment plan has been
developed and it will be
implemented as funding becomes
available.

School’s History

[n February next year, the recently
completed School History will be
launched. it is called Honest and
Unsullied Days: History of Wesley
College. This work was
commissioned in the School's 75th
Anniversary Year and has been
written by Emeritus Professor Peter
Boyce AQ, an illustrious old boy of
the School.

Council Membership

| am pleased to advise that the
Uniting Church Synod recently
approved the nominations of two
new Council members. They are
Leonie Kirke and Carol Devitt. Lecnie
Kirke is a former parent of the
College and a distinguished
educator, Carol Devitt is a current
boarding parent and a former
Rhodes Scholar. She has a business
background and is a member of a
number of boards, including Western
Power.

| lock forward to the contribution _
that each of these outstanding ladies
will make to Coliege Council.

Director of Finance

In July this year, Council appointed
Mr Tim Mcintyre to the newly
created position of Director of
Finance. Tim is extremely well
credentialied and has lost no time in
making a strong positive impact on
the financial management of the
School.

Teachers

A successful School is not just a
matter of bricks and mortar. It is the
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